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READER 


T F I fbould value the Diſconmragements I bave met withal, 
not only by appearing Publickly in1his Matter ; but alſo, in 
my endeavouring to prevent the Miſcheifs that accrues to this 
ation, by the Exportation of Wooll : T miſt have been both 
Flent and 'un-aGiive ;but having conceived it to be the preat- 
pſt Concern, not only to the Merchant and Clothier, but alſo to 
the whol Kingdom in general; 1 have expoſed my ſelf, becauſe 
the greateſt Strength of the Nation, which conſiſts in the Mnlti- 
tude of People ; the greateſt Riches the greateſt Power uponthe 
Sea in Shipping,and the greateſt Revenues of the Crown, -in moſt 
of its Brancbes; do all priacipally depend upon the Woollen- 
Manufacture, as more at large appeareth ia the following Diſ- 
courſe: And conſidering that theſe great Adwantages, are not only 
endeawvonred to be gained from us by Forreigners, but more eſpe- 
tally by a Powerful Neighbour ( viz. ) the French Kg, 
while ſome at hone, are not only Reaſoning, but appearing in 
Print for it ; to ſuch I will adventure to ſay, and doubt not to 
make appear, that they are Enemies to Englands Proſperity, 
what ever Pretence, they may make to the contrary. _ | 
Tt am nmch convinced, that by this Means, and by the Cun- 
ning 
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To tlie Reader. | 
ning Artifices, and ſecret Contrivances of French Agents, that 
rot only the Clothing Trade, but the very Intreft of the Na 
tion in General is at Stake, and in Hazard, to be utterly loft. 
This I have for ſome Tears fore-ſeen, and publickly declared 
( tho' little regarded ) that it will appear mtime, that wha 
] then mentioned, was upon very Good Grounds, and from my 
fore-ſight of that Ruine in our Trade,which will certainly come 
apon 1s, if not Timely and Induſtriouſly prevented. 
Aud tho I have Wrote of this Subjz&, 20 Tears ago, and 
re-printed the ſame in 71, and. abſtraSied that Diſcourſe, and 
added a few Lines,as an Advertizement tothe Merchants and 
Clathiers, and publiſhed that Diſcourſe in the Tear 72, te all 
which,wwas ObjeStions made, and printed in the Tear 7 7,towhich 
F alſo then made aReply,as I thought ſufficient :- And it did an= 
ſwer my End therein,( viz. ) im preventmg the French Agents 
in their Deſigne. = 

But finding in my Attendance,on a late Committee of the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, appointed to conſider a Bill depend 
ing before them, for the Explanation and better Execution, of 
two Acts of Parliament,made in King Charles the 2ds. Reign, 
Prohibiting the Expertation of Wooll, that Anſwer was 
urged by ſome againſt me, ſuppoſing no Reply was made 
to it : T have for that and other Reaſons,now re-printed an Ab< 
ſtraQ, both of my fiſt Diſcourſe,,»y Opponents Anſwer, ans 
my Reply thereunto, wherein I have endeavoured to remove that 
Groſs Miſtake, as if the bindring the Exportation of Wooll, 
was the Cauſe of the low Price thereof, the Cauſe of the fall « 
Rents,and walue of .ands, the contrary whereof I do Afſert, 
and ſhall plainly Demonſtrate the true Cauſe thereof, Evincing, 
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To the Reader. 


that the bindring the Exportation of Wooll, will Cauſe the re- 
covery of our Trade, the raiſmg the Price of 'Wooll, and con- 
ſequently of Lands hid 7s the Principal Drift and Deſi 19ne, 
of the Following Diſcourſe. 

That tho the Subje&i Tam upon is mearly matter of Fa, and 
therefore leſs ſubjec# to Controverſy; yet that it may be free 
from all ObjeStions, T have added the Te ſtimony of two IWWitneſ- 
ſes, one a Gentleman of Kent, viz. Thomas Manley Eq. 
againſt whome there 1s little room to cavel; the other is Mr. 
Andrew Marvel, ( whotho' Dead, yet his Name ſt:l Lives, ) 
a Member of the Lf Long Parliament ; and very well known to 
many of this ; who endeavoured to oppoſe that unfortunate AF, 
C for ſo I muſt in all bumility call it that prohibited Iriſh 
Cattle : He IV rote that diſcourſe, under the notion of a Let- 
ter from a Younger Brother in Ireland, to an Elder in Eng- 
and, becauſe he was unwilling to "A known to be the Au- 
ibor, being loath to diſoblidg bis Friends i TOE who 
were for Paſſing that ACE. 
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Since the following Papers was printed, I am informed that by 
peans of rhe ſtop at preſent 1 to Iriſh Wooll, the Clothiers in the 
Veſt want Wooll; which makes good what I ſuppoſed, Page the 
'©th. therefore it may be conſidered how neceſary it is to have a 
Fock of Wooll before hand, to keep the Poor at Work, when. there 
nay be a ſcarcity of Wooll upon other occaſions. 
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ET, -Mftiaet of a | Diſtt,” POM P LOY! E555 ule 
| Englands Intreft by our We Ce enuSre ; where- 
m is demonſtrated, ha the whole Natzen 1 concerned. 
in the Improvement thereof, .and tbe evil Confequenoes 
6 YT, the pans q ont WO MR, 


\ Ew Princes have ſuch'means to fire port Meir ſentr and Greatii 4 
' as His Majeſty of Gre«t Brittatn, nor h&vetran 'Cduntries ſuch a ya- 
Ticty of ſtaple FE noditicr within thieves,” ana fuch Ibuncance, as 
th: ſe Kingdoimns.; {gp he = ag 
So that if theſe Advantages were duly improved; this Kingdom wight 
' beageneral M.ri, for theie parts of the*'Wor!d: * But, 
\* That thole Adyentages arg Ni not i: -pproved, is obyious: to all tha [ook into 
It, by the ſore com; laints that'are* frequently” made, 'bf the” great Fojerry 
and cecay thereof z and indeed, .< which is worſt of althb 'rhat, Seneral 
d. ſperation of Spirit, which will not put "oh hand to: by, ſupport or 
prevent the total defolation. fo,r Country, vp-n :brepoflelt cpinien, that 
all en. ecavours will be renered truitlets,; :nd aborive.. 
The conliderarion wheres! hath 1.81 catly prowpted me, who muſt confeſs | 
my ſelf the me; neſt of Thout..n; '\, 10 ule the vic of my Int!e sill, to try 
| what might be done, towards d the m n5gement of ſome Methods, that may 
prevent the thie.tnes $U4n 5 and (i peſſivle ) that lome good part of what 
_ Isloſt may de recovered. 
- TIſhall confine my felf to thoſe things only; whereof I have had not only 
- credible. information, but a conſiderable ( though a ſad.) exper:me: tal 
: know ledg.; and in a more partigul: rand eſpecial manner, that of the 17a- 
nufature of Wooll in England, which, amongſt n any, is the richeſt Trea- 
: fure in his Majeſtics Dominjonss the [: lower, Strer-gth and Sinew of tis 
| Nation, and theref:iir* of full. A4:rrit, to b: bad in parpetual remembrance, 


defence and ENCOUTAgetuent, . for the 1. oft Advantgious in;ProvVcment 
Chereod!, 
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The Dukes of Burewndy, ( who had, as i am informed, the greateſt, if 
n*t the whole :nutadturing of our. Wooll, ) well underitood, and long 
enjoyed; beforc King. Edward the Third, the benefits accruing to that 
People by Engliſh Waal. -hich they reccived at fix Pence per pound; by 
their induſtrous AſanufaCturing thereof; returned again to us in Cloath, 
at ten ſhillings per yard, to the enriching of chat People, an9 advancing the 
Revenue of their Soyeraign ; which ing pepyeivea, by the, vigilent and 
incuſtious Prince, King! Anka the Third, ypdn z viſitation made by him- 
ſelfe, to the Duke'of Burgundy, during his relflence thete, he imployed 
© ſuch able Agents, amongſt: the Flew ſh  Clothiers, repreien;ing: to them, 

the 'Dinper 5! Mad io by the bordering Waris with'Prate, ardihe 
peaceable\ Condition of Fngleze, andfiretdom ot ithe People that are Sub- 
jeas there {which-are greig Morives)\ propounds an [pyitation ior them 
to comic over hither, wherein he ; romiſcs them the ſame * Friviledges 
and Immunities with his own Sui-jcts, by wh:ch promiſes ) he pre- 
yailed with a great.number of them to come into England {oon after. him, 
Where He molt Roy ily. p:riorm:d. thoſe promiles, and .alſo, xcpianged 
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any of his own Subjects, who tis.) been Tong lerled ut Fla, der;-., 
"And isa ſuitable improvement of lo great a mercy, 01d Wilcly projet, 
_ and alſo accompliſh the Afanuviacture of Woo! within the, bowe!s ot this 
Kingdom, to the great enriching of his own People, an:; allo ro the pep» 
pleing of his ;new-Co quered Dominions,; the 4femory of whoſe WL 
_ dom apd Care for his Peop'c,* is. worthy to be.had in remembrance, by En- 
#2 105v, ahrpche Worked i, oo 
"The (aid King h: ring thus letied the; HanuſaQure' o' Wooll, within 
the Kingdom'of Englang, confined it by a penal Statute, which ( at firſt) 
reached not "only to Goods, Chattel: and Lands, . butaiſo ro Mem- 
bers, and Life it ſelf; bur, in athort time repealed ; the'two latte there- 
of, contiiiuing . the othgr/ in its full Force, to remain to furure Gencritions, 
which exceeding. greate advants ge, to the propriety of the Engliſh Trade, 
\ hath now coutibed* three Hundred Years, by the'vig:lency of the gove'n- 
ment, and the Proteftion of its Laws'in'the careful execution thereof upon 
offenders,. with more than a little diligence, to provide againſt the thi:ſt- 
ing deſires of Forreigners, to wreft this Nations priviledg out of Enylſh 
hands; which by the Provicence of God, through'the care of our, Ancef- 
tors, has been { for many. Ages) enjoyed by the Nation, as it is indeed'its 
proper right. | EO Es Er 
But fo 1t is, ( for ſoine years paſt) the tiligeace of Forreigners, to enrich 
then. Ives upo u5,hath fo far exceeded our care to preſerve oor ſelves, that 
ts come to, if not beyond aqueſtiov, who hath the greateſt benefit of Je 
| 4 


MauifaAture of Pighſh Wool? they whotiive noright unts it?'or,, they 
to whome of right it doth belong? en rt wn 2 
' That this is fo, will appear by confideting, that not:only Holland and 
Flanders, tiave long ſuckt the ſweetneſs of our Trade, but Frexce is like- 
- wiſe learning to be.too hard for us, as is manifeſt by the great quantity of 
Wooll, that ( of late years have 'been imported there'; *how- injurious it 
muſt be to us, is alſo unqueſtionable, if we confider-the'receflary iconſe- 
quences thereof oo D102» 56 3A INT 3 
For every Pack of Wooll ſent to France, doth prevent us( not only Job 
the benefit, of the Manufadturing thereof; but, of much inore, by reaſon of 
the advantage that they make: of their own courſe: Wool}, and fine-ſpun 
Linnen in their Drugetsand Siuffs, ' © - - | 
Beſides our Damage in putting' that value onthe French Fancies, by glv- 
ing them double the worth for the ſame Manifature (which we our ſelvs 
make) of our Engliſh Wovll, fo much have we beendeceived inthis Matter, 
that whereas in the time of the late War with the Dutch and French, that 
French Droggets, and other Stuffs, not coming {o freely from France,lome 
Engl:ſh broad Cloaths ftfiped}; at' 105. per Yard, were rent in three parts 
(vez.) Breadths, and put'ir; the-form of French Drugpgets, «and: each part 
fold at 8s. per yard; which” makes that one. yard comes to 245: which as 
Eng'iſh ( loth was fold for 10s. and the like Fancy many thave for Dutch 
Black Cloth, if it have the Name of Darcb, tho' our own Make, this is 
real Matter of FaR. 428] | 
Now if we cen'ider, whit damage we'ſuſtain, by exporting'one pack of 
Wooll unmanufaQured, ( by which wei:may judge of the reſt,” that a pack 
of Wool! worth ten pound, if.it be ManufaQured here; :and ſo exported, 
would be improved ro be wor-h one Hundred Pounds. | 
That it is fo, dorh moſt evidently appear by' worſted-hoſe, that one 
pound of Kembed Wosll, worth twenty pence, will make two pair.of Hoſe - 
worth five Shillings the pair ; or three” pair, worth three Shillings four 
pence; which reckoned either way, 's ten ſhillings for one pound of Wooll, 
( though ſome is leſs, ſome more )'there being twelveſcore pound 'of 
Wooll ina pack, is ſo many ren ſhillings, makes a Hundred and Twenty 
Pond. | | | 
- For when it ſhall be obſerved ( as I have now demonſtrated ) that a Pack 
of Kembed Wooll worth 201. docs, when. ManufaQtured' at home yeild 
120 {. here in the Engliſh Market, out of which deduQt 20 /. for the 
Wooll there remains 100 f. Starling, gains by the Labour of Spiniag and 
Knitting, beſides the Dying, Leging, - Packing, and fitting it for the Sex ; 
when the ad:ittonal adyance thereon by home, ard' forreign Cuſtoms, 
Freight, Land-Carriage- and other incident expence, together with the 
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- laborious People whigh-conſume Beck, Becagand Bear, and few of ſuch 
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Profs qetdl og Yegen VertbeHhay HE eimſicered ac ieis feaſonable t6 
c:nclude that this fingie Pack ſo Manufaguig), an AW ed, by the E 
glijh Mctchany!willRugch-lp, Horrgige, Commpdinies to frare the value 
ot20 2. -by thaytime!;herCuliomey os aus $4 Ski pt the 
ſames:!-;./ 15: 9 8 vogue; man x boos; tn . COS 
- Aad;indeed he thiag; is napurally.f9.,0)vious, qand the;Jolto, Engiard 
ino rears {oapparentbthe taay jullly.nlence,thg groateſt opppl..r-, and 
convince. any thinking Perſon tho hin I: never to talilferenty or uncon- 
cerned in-point;of intreſt.!Þ7, oo 7 Ps RREOS, 
And ifir be ſo.that the fingle Exportation of one Pack 0” E-gl:ſh.Woall 
unwrought be fa greata amage to the Natio1,4t isan am=z'vg thing io .al- 
culate what the loſs has been and does daily prove.ty.che King apc K 85 
dom, while {o many Thoula1d Packs have heen,. and ftill axe Yearly | ran- 
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ſported z-.the'miſcheitg ha+ nat perhaps been yavy ys to, every one, bur is 


very ealily. diſcovered by ſuch who.give themtelves cnedeaſt le-ſu;e to cofilie 
der. A (hk: Wo 1 OA FS ; © Bp . j? | 
: Torctura it's ayer'd, thatthe,Exportition of: Engliſh and Iriſh Wool 
is ofa Dangerous 4n} Deſtrugve;Gynieque' 0,4to, the very Bring of Qur 
'Trade,: andito the niches and Rncogrh of ;thjs. King:1om.. ang} 10 his Mijefe 
tic's Cuſtoms; notwitht-n ling the ObjeRions prafiuced;agai iſt it, with r&- 
ſpect of 'ithe Graziers - Advantage thereby, fppoling. 40.4% upon 2 
Pack. of Wooll,-was- advanced tyra year or/two by Erpnit.tion , 'yet 
other things would be leſſoned by ir, it be:ng nut; t» be, Genyed 
at-the. ſame; time, that the ippore and, laberipus - People Can, be, en- 
ployed, ras 't $i hays money\t0 buytbern! Bread, Beet,, mi.h.leſs. Mutton, 
the went ofiwhich-mutt of neceſſity. FAl 4he price of;all manner of V,Ftuals, 
and if we name only Mutton ( whicttisrelarive to- our tubje& ) 2 s.1n the 
carkaſs, which cones -to 101.for 1:0 Sheepithey producing a Pack o! Wool, 
at that rates the value of the-laid-Pack modetiy computed : But then for 
Bree? and Corn;-itthat he 1-ſned prgporiionable,it muſt be o! courte great- 
er d;mage'ito theFarmar.and Grazier, it; being reckoneg three times the 
value of Wool throuzhout the-Nution, one with another, And ſuppoſing 
th-re ſhould br grown yearly j1 En:land Two Hundred Thouland packs 
of Wooll, one year w th another : And fuppo ing thai once in tour years 
the: ſheep were ail kiii'd;, (#3z4):25 yeprly of. 1-00,, which 2; Sheep 
valued ſo tow 44.104, which is the value of (the .Woeoll yearly ſhorn, 
from the wo Sheep. |, 1 EO TEN ESE 

\ It may thezefore prevaile-vponus to beleive, that Becf and all ſorts of 
Corn mult be ofa; far greater value than, Mutton, ( and conſequently of 
Wooll) becauſe the greateft number of Peapje by far, are the poor and 
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doofyen buy, Mutton,; or,Jatleaft any, quantity propartionable. ro: other. 
paoviſkon; and, therefore whatever ſome others, think, that-a Country can. 
be inzched; without the poor laboxiqus } Pep 5. 1am, '0f, argiher opinion : 
Pr it's matter of Faft, that in England 1 it ſe f, in thoſe parts where the i in- 
| babitance;are big, and the. Couptres not. fall, of. People, that the Land 
tn choſe pixts will.not yeild much 4boye half the* alpe,,as Land cf the. 
ſame. go-xinels will yeild,,,ngar Taw9es wel Inha 6 d,. ori Cou:trics 
where [rad: is good,-and..if thus in Englard it's much..lels in Ireland, 

which I thiokis a -0ed Demonſtration. F 

FT. ele things conlilered '0n the other-hand, it will HELP 3ppear, 
that che Exportation of Wooll. upmanufacuzed will not only bejdeftruciize 
to the! Merchants and; Clothiers I'radg, and the ex20fing the poor.,to dil 
tr c(s, 16: want:ot empl. »yment;z hut coo, quently the,Fariver and .G.afict 
wiil not be able to pay his Rent : For jf ip-be ſo,; that whilt we have {ome 
little T:a-le left, rhere are ſuch general. complaints, whatmay be ex pected 
if or. Foreign Trade ihoulJ be wholly taken away, which is now-jn 
mare danger, .by the-Fr-nch, thanir hatly -been- this three Huad; CY cars 
paſt, and we feem to fl-ep a1d tace nonotice of it. Dover Api En 

And then we :rav confid r what price Wag! will bear, when we, ſame 
of -13-bv/0ur remiſf cC., and o her. w;;fulnef+ have loſt our Tr-de, !hy the. 
circumventing praQiles of Forremers,. ard we our ſelves helping forward, 
for fear they hou'd.no: he avle to do it alone, and all this for a megre 
fancied and ſuppoted profit, for chere was not more Art and .Skijt vied by. 
our. Anc2ito's, to brtag home the workers at firſt to-the Woell. and Pro- 
hivicing he Exporiation thereof, and ſetling the ManufaQtmiag of it in 
Enzland, than is now. us'd to Export. the materials uamanufaQured to 
Forreign Artificer>z and if by the means of that which: is, Exported al- 
ready, . Wooll is now made f» cheap as it js, a greater Exportation would 
aake it-yer cheaper, iluppo'ing ten thouland  Patks' ſhipyed. into France, 
which by ih-ir fort of wor«ing it, and mixing it with-Lining, and their 
own courte Wyoll, and thinn=*is of their work, goes as far there, and 
makes as many yards i in the wnole, as twenty thouſand Packs if Manufatur- 
ei) here, into more firman ; ſubtintt:1] Cloth and Stuffs, which Ten Thou- 
land Packs, if they were nat Exported into Fraxce, it would unavoycably 
'foflow, :that France -would have of-us the quantity of Twenty, Thouſayd 
Packs, in eur Manufacture. 

B} all which it's obvious, that in-time to come, the Wooll in Fecked 
will be much more cheaper than nov it 15, becauſe, by the aforeſaid 
meancs, more Wooll will be Ex2orted, and; leſs wilt of courſebe uſed in 
England, and that little which will be ManufaQurd here can bgare.,hitle 
-or: no price, Forreigners making that themielves, which we ſho..Id far- 
nifh them with z which if ir be true, as.13's generally aſſerted, that TVooll 

is 
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(-6:] 
is as cheap in France, a$ in fome parts of England at this time, it's but 
rational ts conclude it will bamuch cheaper hereafter, when our Wee! doy - 
——_— on our hands, and our Manufatture decreaſe, both in quantity 
and value. wes | 

For the better clearing ofthis point, give me leave to inſert one inſtance 
or' two, as matter” of Fat: That when Wook was wholly Manufaured 
in England, and very little, if any at all Exported raw, the price thereof 
for ſeveral yeares togeather continued, betwixt 124. and 18 d. perf. 
weight, and verily beleive as much, if not more, Wooll was grown in 
England at that time, ( Viz. ) betwixt 20 and 30 yeares agoe, then is 
now at this time, the reaſon is plain, from the great quantity of our 
Woollen Manufacture vended beyond Sea, which was fo conſiderable, that 
it kept up the price of Wooll at home. On the other hand in Ed, 3's. time, * 
when all the Woo!l was Exported Un-manuf:Qtured, it was fold for 6d. 
per pound, as is b:ſore afferted, by which it's manifeſt, that the  advance- 
' ment of the price of Wooll, conſiſt; in the conſumotion and vent of our 
ManufaQure freely beyond the Se:8,and not in the Exportaticn of our wooll 
un manufaaured. PESRST . 7 

As the Price of Wooll to .be Set ata conſt nt Rate without ' vary- 
ing, it is very Improbable, if not Imp-ſible, tor that which Rules the 
- ogy this Aﬀair is the Sale-of the Wovullen Mannfafture beyond 
the Seas, Ws 

.For-Example'Suppoſe' the Pack of Stnckings before mentioned ſt:nds the 
Me: chant at home, at firſt buying 120 U. beſides other growing Charges 
now if this Pack be fole abro:d' by tie Merchants for 10G /.. only, the 
Merchant at his next buying cannot: pay 7201. bur the maker muſt with- 
al abit© proportonable, firſt in the Wooll he ſhall rext buy; and then 
m the Wages, his Work:folks in proporticn being re''uced in their pay- 
ments. So on the other hand, if this Pack of Stockings valued at 120 /, 
here, be Sold for 2001. [Clear of all:Charges, this advance puts the Mer- 
chints upon a Spredy buving, by which the Price is Advanced by the 
Merchants, and conſequently the price af Wool, and Workmens Wages. 

"Now to anſwer an ObieQtion, that we donot ſo much depend upon the 
"Export, as upon the were-and Confumprion within. the Kingdome, the 
"miſtake is fo viſible that ail which gives themſelves the leaſt trouble to 
fook into Trade knows, that not above the 5th. part of the Woollen- 
ManufaQure maze in Exglazd is wore here at home : and that at leaſt 4 

ris of 5 of what is made here is Exportcd; and further quantities 
' wiill be demandcd when the Exportation of Wooll uzwroughti; ctfeually 
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, Before 1 conclude, giveme leave to add here, what Sr. Walter Rawlci; 
in histime preſehted re. King Fame: the firſt, (212.. ) that by meanes ph 
of the Exportation of Cloth gn4yeq and vndraled: in loſt tothe Kinzdom 

above Foure. Hundred Thouſand ruang; yearly, to the workmanthi 
- je RE pl >. 49 "EY Rinp, 
which the Dreſſers and Dyers, and othe. Artificers would have gained 
thereby, beſiics the damage to the King, in dx. rageing the Lo? . 
2AMaIge 1 ; Importati 
Ms So che Deana: mo oyrageing the laporn 
during Navigation. ,,  .. ke, ER 
Now if it was thus with England when the Woo'l was n«J4e up ines 
Cloth, andthat only for. want of the Dreſſing and Dying it here, <\quch. 
loſs came to this Kingdom thereby, what muſt the loſs be, when it's =ot 
Manuf:tur:d here ar all, but the Materials Exportel4 raw, without : any 
manner of gin io any, Artificer at home.  _ Se MRI 
For if we firſt confider, his Majettie's loſs, and next- that of the Mer-. 
chanrs and Clothiers, after which muſt follow, -the Detriment to all 9- 
ther Perſons depencing on T:aJe, there bing {uch a connexion of Trades 
one- to.znother, that the d-mage of one barcives the reſt, and the profit of 
one adyaaces other,, while the whole is enlarged by the abouuding of 
working and laborious Pe.ple, who tupply the Farmer and Grazier with. 
money, with which he payeshis Rent to the, Nobility and Gentry, and. 
they again diſperſe 1t among-it Tradeſmen, by which circulation all de- 
degrees of Men are either employed or-enriched or both, and. hence natu« 


rally comes content, harmony and pleaſure, that one condition of Men. . 


take in the other, the poor by being employed are delivered from the fear- 
of want; the Merchints and Arrtificers encouraged by certaia markets, 
and ready Sale; the Nobility. and Gentry ſecured in their Rents. by 
thriving and able Tenants. And thus it is plain that emYloyment ratt- 
orally is the ftrength of any People, but Idlenefſs brings Poverty, Shame 
and Ruine, which unavoidably followes the want of Trade. But, to re- + 
turn, in {hort there is ſuch Connextion and Dependancy one upon another- 
in Evglard, that if one faile, all the reſt more or Lels, either near, or 
morerremotely are concerned; All Trades and Degrees of men, as Mer- 
chants, Artificers, Farmers, Seamgn, Fiſher-men; being the People, 
which by their tudy and labour do principaly, if not only bring mn, 
or give accaſion to the bringing in of W. 1th to the Nation, and the Nobi. 
lity, Gentry, Lawyers, Phyſitions, Schollars of all fortsz Shop-keepers . 
are they that receive from theſe, ani diſtribute it again, and all are conle- 
quently concerned in this rich Treaſure of Wooil, becauſe this being a. 
Manufatture at home, ſe:s more hans at work than halfche Nation. 
May 1 not with modeſty and within Compaſs, ſay three parts of Labo- 
rious and Induſtrious People ? Conſidering that moſt of the Shipping is . 
Ta 
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ielptoyedinthis'Aflalr; andatlo ſo 'inaly Trades'that depend imigediatly 
vn is bf Clorhi p, that moſt of other Ty.96 arc-Fut for Proviſion, ei- 
then Food or Conveniertics for C/--iMing 3 and fy from his Majeſty to 
the GeinR; all arc more or Icſ. \<0Rcerned, The King moſtly ; not only 
1n that his People arc by 1+-+ moſt imployed and xroviced tor, ( nor inthat 
Tuch'a Staple Trade. +0 lice whereuntothe "Wool hath nor maintained | 
Withſo'good A 2-antage; )burbc:caute fogre-t a Revenue comes dircly 
into him wp! FRE Trade, occaſicned. thereby :, Thus as the King gains, or - 
Flfeyo nit, ſo the Perſons th.t have the greareſt Eftates or Trades, and | 
{> -x proportionable tothe Beggar. And alio concerning that an accuſta- 
ary thing begets ſuch an habit that is hard ro reduce; as in,our rough ang 
und: eſt Cloth to Helland,ſo it will be with all our Manu:attpres in France. 
I am the more large in the Demorſtation of this affair, not only becauſe this 
*hith coſt me many years labour and ſt:dy to con(ult all forts of concerned 
Perſons, beſides mine own exverict cc about it; ror becauſe it is ſo hard 
to convince p2ople of the me-n-| capacity, tut fome of the wiſcr ſort, 
how to cure this diſmal malady 3 which ſome diſpairing of, have rather 
the uzhts of ſetting up f: m: other MinufaQure ( inLieu of, endevours to 
'prevent the. exportation of Fool) and ManufiQuring of that at home, look- 
"ing thereon as a thing hit. to be overcome, ) as thar of Linnens in ſome 
capable parts of Enzland, and a better in provement in the preduR of For- 
reign Plantation,” which may allo be fet upon together hercwith :s n Ad- 
di:3»n; ſo as ſeveral ſorts of Perſons may be fer better on worke, rot-ca- 
pable of this employment, and yet no prej. dice to this of Clothing': For 
all other Countries have the Advantige of England, oraecqualtous in 
other Manufatures proper to th:ir Countries, but not in this cf Cl: h. 
irg: an it will b found that all Traces in E7gland, whol'y ciſti.. 
from thiz of Clothing, brings not the tythe of Adva'tage that this doth. 
Having given an Account in General, of the adv.in'ate to Evrplayvd 
'b; the Woollen Af.nufature, I did intend to have decended to-Pirtt- 
culars, how all Perſons are Concerned : But my time will wot permit 
now Leaving that for ancther ſeaſon. 


Notwithſtanding what I have before faid, Ifind by Diſcourſe with 
ſeveral Gentlemen of great Honour and Worth, that there are ſome 
Miſtakes yet remainingin their minds,who Impute the Cauſe of the low 
Price of Wooll. the fall of Rents, and value of Lands; becauſe Wooll 
i800 more freely exported; toreQifie which miſtake | have been labour- 
ing many vears, becaule the conſequences of ſuch miſtaken Notions is dan- 
gerous to this Kingdom; but if there was nothing more in it at 
this conjuncture, this were ſafficient to opp>ſle it, that it contributes 
to the Greatneſs of the French King, into whoſe Dominions our Wooll 
is imported, and who hath given ſo great an encouragement thereunto, 
that to the Town of Celis alone, there hath b:en at leaſt, within two 
years, brought in 40 Thouſand Packs of Wool!, from the Coaſt of Ken 
and Suſſ-x ( belices what 1s imported in other places of France,from Ire- 
land, and the weſtern Parts of England ) for Rumney-marſh-Men ( who 
ſo much complain ) are not content only with the Exportation of their 
own Grouth, buc buy Wooll co or 29 Miles up in the Count:y, and 
bring it down to the Sea fide,and Ship it offgbefides much Wooll is carried 
from London, to make a Trade of Exporting of it un-manufaQuured : 
Kent is the place. out of which more Wo?ll is exported, than out of all 
other parrs of the Kingdom beſides ; ſo the Woollen-manufaCture inthat 
| Countrey, which b:fore Wooll was ſo much exported, was conſiderable, 

is now almoſt loſt, tho? ſome ſeems to be well plealed, that they have by 
that Means, rid themſelves of cheir Poor in that County ; I would delire 
{uch to conſi ler, what they would do with their Sheep, Bullocks, and 
Corn, It all other Countryes that now are employed in the woollen- 
manufa&ure, which is brought to Lpxdon, and there {old to maintaine 
Trade was as Barren of the Poor as Kent is, tho' with it, they have Toft 
the benefit of ſo great and good Trade: Give me leave to compare the Pro. 
fit with the Loſs,and ſup>ole Kent was wholy Independant,and that it did 
produce Six Thouſand Packs of Wooll yearly, and put the Kate of Ten 
Pounds upon a Pack,which in the whole amounts to Threeſcore Thouſand 
Pounds, and ſoex2ortzd, And then to co fider, what it would be worth 
;if made into Stockings and worſted Stuff:, that wooll being moſt of it fit 
for it.. And ſuppoſing that a Pack and half of rough wooll, made one Pack 
of Kembed wooll, and asſuch worth Twenty Pound, which if made up 
into Stockings, would Yeild one Hundred and Twenty Pounds, as be- 
fore demonſtrated, which would amount to Seven Hundred and Twenty 
Thouſand Pounds; ſo that if the ſaid Wooll was Manufattured in that 
County, the profit by the ManuſaCturing thereof, would be fix hundred 
and ſixty Thouſand Pounds, which inſtead of this Profit, the Kentiſh Gen- 


tlemen are willing to content themſclyes, with fourty ſhillings per. Pack ad- 
| vance 
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+ vance upon their Wooll exported, which amounts to bit Twelve Thou- 
{and Pounds,tho' it be only to the enriching and ſtrengthening the French 
King, who alone has the Benefic of moſt of the Wooll exported, and 
tho” rhis in reaſon ſhould be ſatisfaQory to any, yet I thail Anitwer that 
queſtion, ho.v we can work up the Wooll if not exported, Matter of Fa 
is not olten diſputed, that it is matter of Fa, that before there was ſuch 
great quantities of Wooll Exported to Frarce, all the Wooll grown in 
Ergland, and what was imported from Jrel.::z4, was all made up into 
one fort of ManufzQure or oiher, and a preat part of it exported 
to Frazce, which now having our Wool}, Projubits ou: ManufaQure; fo, 
that were the wool] wholy ſtopi,we ſhould quickly werk it up, and then 
no complaint of wooll upon hand. For I have known for ſev:ral ycars 
togetiier, when little wooll has been exported, that at Shcering-Time, 
there hath been but a very ſmall quintity of wol: left cn hand. 

Give me leave iurther to add,that by the ſ:.id Exporiation of Wooll to 
France, Exeter lone, hath laſt the {Je of Thre: Zund1ed T houſand 
Pounds worthof the woollen-manufaciure P. Az. next is the lof. of a 
great part ofthe Cottens 2nd Bays, mzde in Dorcetſhire, as allo Cloth- 
Ri(hes in Hampſhire, ſrom the Town of H-:mpion and Ramſy, two thirds 
ofthe Trade is loſt in 20 Years time, ncxt may be conficred Welch Cot- 
tens, Mancheſter Bayes, and Yorkſhire K: 16s, worſted ftuffs and ſtockings, 
formerly a great T:ade to France; And laft of all, fne broad mixt Cloth 
from London, which Trade is now loft, for one Merchant in Loxdor, 
that had the buy ing of Fiſty Thouſand Pounds worth of Cloth Pr. Ay 
Sterling, now have nothing, which 1s the effe@ of Exportation of wooll 
to France; who as they have teſied the ſweeinels, and have foiird the 
Sinues of our Trade, to they have flot ſpared any Coſt to gain it ſrom 
us, by getting our wooll, eithcr by Craft or Force from us, for there was 
not more Art anc Skill uled by X. Faw. 34d. in brirging home the Ma- 
nufaRturers at the firſt to the wool!, than is now uſt d to Export our wooll; 
the conſequence of which is not only Iujurious to us in the manufaQuring 
of it in Frarce,but in another Acvantage to them,by the Improving every 
Pack of Raw wooll, as before hinted, by their fine-ſpun Linning and 
Courſe wooll ( oiherwiſe only fit for Ruggs, or Seamens Garments ) 
that it makes az mc? manufacture as three Packs,if uſed in England,which 
' together by the the Cheapnel; of wages under fels us, and without our 
waoll.the French can make no micd'c ſort of Cloth, nor Stuffs, or Stock- 
ings, there being none in the Known parts of tie world, tomy beſt In. 
'0:m3tica,fit for thoſe manufaRures,which is the greeteſt Tra'c in Exrope. 
: or confermation,give me leaye to add the words of an Zng/iſh Merchant, 

li- 
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fiving in France, inaLetter to a Friend of mine here, dated the 16 of 
March 1669, ( viz. ) we Engliſhmen, bave cur Throats Cut with our own 
Weapons, wordering at the Strpidity of the Englith, that they ſhould ſo long 
omit, to poſſeſs the King's Majeſty with therr Dep'orable and dangerous Caſe, . 
#n reſpect of the preſent and fature Inconveniency thereof, in having ſuch great 
quaniities of Weoll that is ſtolen into Fratice, by which tie French make Cloth 
called Serge-de-Brry, tn which they Cloath 1heir Soldiers, and all made of 
Engliſh. wovll,by which Means, the Engliſh Men have the Reputation of be- 
traying their Father for two pexce, than no Marvel if they betray their Coun- 
ITY. : 
7 And in 2nother Leiter from the ſame Peiſon to wy ſelf, dated the 57h. 
of arch 1671, Reſpeting Stockings, thus ( viz.) 1 have much reaſon 18 
believe, unleſs ſome are made Exampies, ihere will be a continual Abuſe of 
the Comoat y, both Engliith and Iriſh, raw and kembed, abound much in theſe 
Countries, that they make abundarce of Febricks, and without our woull they: 
canrot make it. There 1s a City call:d | ourr.ey, that makes all ſorts of 
woollen $.ockings, its but feiv Years aro, that they betook themſelves to ut ; 
a Trae which in my N.inority, was conſiderable from London into theſe 
Comntrys. but it 5 now loſt; it is not avove three Tears azo, that there was 4 . 
Scarcity of k:mied W.oll in that qrarier ef the Country, and could have 
contenredly given dunuble the Price for the ſaid Wool, Trould them care was 
then taking tn England 10 prevent sr, I Remembred at that time ( viz.) 
the beginning of the Year 1663, upon my Addrefsto K. Char. 24. by 
the !mpocrtuni'y of ſome Merchants in Exon, for ſome Friggats at Sea, 
and a Parity «f tiorle at Land, and trift Orders then given, as at large 
elſe-where dvin appear, a great ſtop was then Put to that miſcheif, but 
I being diicouraccc,and allo falling Sick in 1671,that Wooll was then Exe 
ported in great plenty,that the f:me Gentleman faith. That Wool abcund- 
ez,horh Englith avd \rifh,that it fell in few Months one thira part of its Price, 
ard there bz cis lades thu, ( viz ) you may eaſily ſce how Englands Hearts- 
Bloot is drawn from them, in a word France rejeis our Fabricks at this 
day, preſuming they ſnafl never want onr woull to make their own Fabricks, 
which are ſo variable, as puts agreat ſtop tothe Current demand, that uſed 
30 be of our Sollid Fabricks, for which they will pretend to give the Mode to- 
all the world; and ſo by this Means, intime all the world will be diſguſt 
with cur Fabricks, when they ſhall receive the Mode from the French, con- 
fider thiI pray, that ſ» there may be ſome ſpeedy Remedy. 

What hath been done in pwiſuance of this Letter, I have eiſc-where 
wrote at large; I thail here only incert the main OQ-jeRions, made a- 
aint what I have here Aſerted, ( viz. ) 


Tf; 
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1). That for want of vending our ſuperfinous wooll abroad, that the 

Tenant and Landlerd are ſo much damnificd, that the one cannot: pay his 

Rent, nor the other ſuſtainhis Taxes; and thu is the chiefeſt, if not the ſole 

Reaſon of ſinking our Rents, and throwing up of Farms, and the Miſery 
of the whole Country, | 


2d. That it 5s much more the Concern of the Nation,to preſerve the N.bi- 
lity, and Gentry, rather than regard a few Artifficers, who are employed inthe 
working up the wooll, or the Merchant who gains by the Exportation of our 
Manufatture. 


34. That it will be more for the Advantage of eur woollen Tratle, aud 
leſs for that beyond the Sea, than the hindring of # hath been. 


4th. That if a large Cuſtom was put upon all wooll that was. exported by 
Stravgers, and that at leaſt by this Means,they may come to pay deuble the 
Frice of what onr Clothiers do, and not only ſo, but by this Means alſo, Hs 
Afajeſty may receive an advantage by the Cuſtoms, that.is Impoſed npon it. 


Sly. That our Fore-Fathers did never Prohibit the Tranſportation of 
Wooll, unleſ: xpon ſome great Occaſion, and for a certain Seaſcn, till of 
late Years, for making good of which, a Summary of ſeveral Statutes 
are brought, from the lime of Edward the 34. downwards, to our 
Times. 


6th. That the decay ef, oar Clothing, doth not lie in the Exportation of 
our wooll, but on the contrary, ( viz.) becauſe aur wooll is not wire freely. 
Exported than it is,that in as much as the decay and fall of our Manufacture, 
comes properly from the Prohibition of our wooll, the ſtopping or hindring of 
ir, 5s but the applying to our diflemper a wrong Remedy. *® 


To all which Obje&ions, I make the Reply following, which I deſire 
may be Impartially conſidered ; and if therein, there be any thing of Rea- 
ſon, Trurch, or Argument; I queſtion not, but that Perſons of Honour 
and Reputation, will not oppole their own Judgment, eſpecially when 
their Intreſt is truly, and ſo nearly therein concerned. | 
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For a Limited EXPORTATION OF 


Muſt needs fay, that T had not thought of appearing in-Pub- 
lick any more, and could not eaſily have been moved there- 

, Unto, had not my Zeal to the Commerce of the Nation ( which 
is at preſent ſolely maintained by the Woollen ManufaQture 
of it) Raiſed my fears ſo far as to believe a great Prejudice is 
coming upon Us, and fo far as to doubt alſo that we may be 
haſtning of it, by thoſe very means we would endeavour to 
prevent it. 

And therefore I cannot but like the dumb Child ſpeak,when 
he ſaw a Knife at his Fathers Throat, I mean, when I conſi- 
der the extremity we are like to be in from the Frexch Kings 
Vigilancy, and the great Endeavours that he hath of late uſed 
t9 acquire the making of the Woollen Manufacture in his own 
Kingdome, and what Artifice and vaſt Expence he doth uſe 
to effeCt his {aid deſign, both in Frazce, and by his Agents here 
in England. hs 

And to encourage the Manufacture thereof in his own 
Kingdom, he hath even very lately iſſued forth his Edi&, for 
the ereting Hoſpitals in many "Towns in Fraxce, both for the 
ſetting all ſorts of Perſons at work, ( that are able) in the 

Woollen 
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Woollen Manufacture, and for the Maintenance ofall Indigent 


Perſons, and not to ſuffer a Begger there. 

And if the Frexch King, how fair ſoever he pretends a Friend- 
ſhip to us, by Defining by all wayes and means, to Under- 
mine our Commerce, and by 1t to prejudice us in our Trade 


and Strength by Sea, I may I hope be pardoned, if I ami more 


. that indifferently concerned, or more than ordinary warm, to 


think that we our ſelves ſhould endeavour to perfeQ His De - 
{ign by delivering up our Wooll, the Foundation of ſo Rich 
a ManufaCQture, into His hands ; for that which is moved, is 
moved principally ( if not ſolely ) for the Frexch Kings advan- 
tage, and that which 1s deſired ( if granted ) tends to our own 
Inevitable ruine. 

Nor can we hereafter thinke of {o Vain and Idle a Thing, as 
to recover our Woollen Manufacture once loſt, or to preſerve: 
the Kings Cuſtoms, or the Strength and Shipping of this Great 
Kingdom without it. | 

Upon all which conſiderations, I cannot but humbly entreat 
the Nobility and Geatry, ( and more eſpecially ſuch as have 
the Honour to ſerve their Country, in Parliament ) ſeriouſly 
to reflect upon the wiſdom of that Great Prince, King Edward 
the 3d. and upon the Method which he in his Reign uſed, 
now 1{o long ſince to gain the Woollen Manufacture out of 
Flaxders into this Countrey, and withal Impartially compare 


that with the preſent deſigne of the French King, 27z. to Im- © 


prove His Intreſt hear to gain the Trade from us. 
And then to Conlider whether, we have not Reaſon to do 
the utmoſt we may to Prevent his Defiga, or whether we have 


Reaſon to do all that we can ( nay more than he himſelf doth 


ask or expeCt from us) by a Law to promote and Incourage 
his Deſign. | | 


We mult be very ſhort-lighted, if we underſtand not that 


_ after he hath ſupplyed his own Country, he will not only en- 


deavour, but will ſoon be able, to ſupply Flanders, Portugal, 
Spain, and the Streights, to gain an Advantage to his own Sub- 
jets; for if we may break the Laws of Commerce, and ay 

| Wat 
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what Impoſitions he pleaſeth upon our Cloth, and all other 
our Native Commodities, even while we are at Peace with 
him, why may he not alſo lay an Impoſition upon all our Ships 
that paſs.the Srrezghts, or that ſhall dare to Trade or bring the 
ſame Commodities that he doth in any Port of Italy, or Turkey, 
where the Subjects of his Greatnes comes ? And when our 
Commerce is loſt and our Manufacture-gon, and our Ships im- 
poſed upon that ſhall paſs the Seas, what ſhall be left to de- 
tend our ſelves in caſe we will not alſo receive his Codex, or 
whatſoever he ſhall ( for the greatneſs of his name ) thinke fit 

to require of us. 
All which things, whether they be convenient not only to 
be wiſhed but to be Contributed to by a Law,I humbly leave to 
my Opponents themſelves to judg. For when the Trade 
that not only brings ſuch a Revenue to his Majeſty, but is the 
Riches and Strength of this Kingdom ſhall be loſt, as is now 
attempted, what Way or Means may we as'\Rational Perſons, 
think ( on.) to prevent any of thoſe Miſchefs before mention- 
ed. | | | . 
This General being premiſed, T ſhall now enter upon the 
Diſcourſe it ſelf ; the main Aim or Scope- of my Antagoniſt di- 
vides it felfe into two- Parts, tlie one to prove that there ought 
to be a Limited Tranſportation of Wool; the othe that by a Li- 
 mited Tranſportation of Wooll the Price of it may be Raiſed : and 
by the Raiſing of this, the Rents of Lands, may and will be 
encrealed, and his Majeſties Cuſtomes greatly Advanced ; and 
if theſe things were Really Practicable, 1 ſhould not only be 
ſo Juſt to my Self, and to my Opponents, but: fo Juſt tothe Na- 
tion, as not to put Pen to Paper to trouble the Reader , and: 
much leſs to expole my ſelf to a Stage of Contention, as Iam 
now like to do; but tor as - muchas the quite . contrary will 
(if I miſtake. not ') apear!; T !ſhall therefore- Examine and 
Weigh thoſe Reafons and'Groutds which-my Opporent hath 
. brought for thoſe Aſſertions. | | Re LAT 7 

Whereas my Opponentidoth endavour to Alarm the Niition, 
that for want of the-vending 0 {npe#fiuors Woill abroad, that the 
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Farmer azd Landlord are ſo much dammified, that the one cannot 
pay his Rent, nor the ef his Taxes, and that this is the 
chiefeſt, if not the ſole Reaſon of ſinking our Rents, and throwing up 
Farmes, and the Miſery of the whole Country. | 

This Conſiquence is not allowed, that being aſſigned for a 
General Caule, which is but one among(t many, and that a ve- 
ry {mall one, the true Cauſe of the abateing the Price of Land 
and leſſening the Rents, ſhall .be given in the Anſwerto the 
next pretence in this Head;( V1z. ) That it is much more the Con- 
cern of the Nation to preſerve the Nobility, Gentry, and thoſe that 
the Land of this Country belongs unto ; rather than regard a few 
Artifficers, who are employed in the working up of the W ooll of this 
Nation, or to regard the Merchant, who gains voy the Exportation of 
our Manufatture. 

I Humbly crave leave to ſay, that-the ſaid Argument doth 
wholy depend upon a Suppolition, which 1s no: way fit to be 
Granted, ( Viz.) as if the Intreſts -of the Merchant, Mariner 
and Artificer, were got only Oppoſite to, but wholy Inconſiſtent 
with the Nobility, Gentry and Farmers, whereas there is no- 
thing more evident than the contrary ; ſo that the whole Ar- 
oument it Self falls for want-of a Foundation. For the clearing 
of which let us conſider, that in as much as 1t-.15 Impoſible, 
that we ſhould 'defend our ſelves, .as an Ifland, otherwiſe than 
by the ſtrength of our Shipping, and ſeeing this is much leſs 
pofible to be done now, at ſuch a Juncture. of Time when our 
neare{t Neighbours do ( partly out of Fear, and partly out of 
Emulation ) multyply Shipping upon us, and ule all endeavors 
that are poſſibleto;gain the Dominion, pf the Sea from ws; it is 
hence clear, that we muſt either ay, that the Intreſt of the 
Nobility, Gentry, and Farmer, is not the fame with the Intreſt 
of the Nation, or if it be: the ſame with the Intreſt of the.Na- 
tion, . it muſt be their Intreſtithen;;:to uphold; the Trade and 

ipping af. this Coyntry, and, Conſequently to uphold- the 
terchants. ” RESIN ATE EEE, 

But;for as, much as all that underſtand Trade, do well know 
that allthe Commerce ef this Nation, doth;tor. the value and 
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bulk of it, Intirely depends upon the Woolen-Manufature, Con: 
ſequently it mult be the Intreſt of the Nodiliry, Gemtry , and 
Farmer, to uphold the Woollen-Manufatture, as much as *tis to 
uphold Trade, or to uphold the Strength of our- Shipping by. 
Sea ; For what will the Lands of the Notilzty and Gentry pro- 
fit them ? or what will become of the Priviledges and Rights 
of Engliſh Men, it through the Loſs of our Woollen-Manufattare, 
we Loole our Trade, and by the Loſs of this we want Ship- 
ping to Defend our Selves? COP 

To this Argument let us alſo add, that if there be no.oppo- 
ſition between the Intreſt cf the Nobi/ity and Geptry, and the 
Intreſt of the Farmer, ( as no Man doth pretend there is ) than 
there can be no Opoſition between the Intreft of the No#z/ity 
and Geztry, and the Intreit of the Arrifficer, whoWorks 
up the Wool! of all the Country. : | 

For beſides the Profit that doth ariſe to the Nobility and 
Gentry, by the Houſes which are taken, andiby the Lands that 
are Rented by the Clorhzers, and by the Workmen under t hem 
it's well known, that the ſaid Clothiers, and Workmen are 
Serviſeable to the Farmer, not only for the buying up of his - 
Wooll, but for the buying up all-manner of ViQtuals alſo; by 
the which not only one, but all the parts of the Farmers Rents . 
come to be __ one Cl/othier Imploying not only one,or - 
two Hundred Perſons, but ſometimes one or two Thouſand ; 
and Conſequently, if we ſhall admit that there are in Exgland 
not above five Thouſand C/ethiers, and that each of theſe ( one - 
with another ) do maintain but two Hundred and Fifty Work- 
men, the whole will amount to upward. of one Million ; 
whereof if weallow for each of theſe People but four pound 
Per. Az. one with another ; the whole will amount to between 
four and five Millions of Pounds Sterling Per. A». which 
Yearly Sum the Farmer doth Immediatly recieve, and Conſe- 
quently the Nobility and Gentry, from the Poor and Contempt- 
ible Arzificer, over and above what 1s further Contributed by 
them to the ShoomakersyTaylors,and other Trades,that could not 


live and be Maintained without-them,nor the Farmer himelf, _ | 


if all theſe Trades ſhould Fail. And 
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And this leads us alſo, to take notice of another miſtake in 
' my Opponent, and ſuch as is no {mall one, which is, that in as 
much as it is Matter of Fact, -and ſuch as may be clearly de- 
monſtrated ; that there is at leaſt if not much more than a M;- 
lion of Perſons, employed in the Clothing-Trade, and hath their 
dependance wholly upon the ſaid Marufadnre: It's hence eve- 
dent, how much my Oppozent hath miſtaken hiniſelf in ſup- 
poſing, ' that though our Clorhing-Trade ſhould be loſt, yet all 
the Perſons that are now employed in it, might find work from 
the Farmers, foreſeeing it's Matter of fat, that the Farmer is 
able to ſupply himſelf with as many Labourers, and more than 
he hath occaſion for, withaut io much as medling with that of 
the Clothing-Trade: It muſt unavoydably follow ; that ifour 
Maznfa:ture ſhould be totally loſt, as there will be above a Mz/- 
lion of People ; that muſt either Starve or Beg, or be put to 
the Charge of ſeveral Pariſhes, or be forced to Steal or Rob, or 
leave the Kingdom ; ſo it's as evident that the Farmer after all 
this, will not only be leſs able to employ Labourers, than he 
was before, but leſs able to pay his Landlord, by four- or five 
Millions every Year. | 
And when ſuch an Abatement as this ſhall be made of the 
Farmers - Income: I ſhall leave it then toany wiſe Man to Con- 
ſider what will become of the Price of Lands, or Value of 
Rents, and how much this will advantage the Grower or 
Breeder of Woolt? and to make good this Computation, and 
free it from all Suſpiſion of Slightneſs, we will further offer to 
Conſideration, that whatſoever is the true Vallue of all the 
Woollen-Marxfacture of England, the Nobility, Gentry, and 
Commonalty do receive among them, near, it not more than 
Nine Parts of Ten. For inaſmuch as all who are we! acquain- 
| ted with the Clothizg-Trade, do know that it is not a Tenth 
|. Partofthe Profit, nor ſometimes the Twentieth that is. gain- 
ed by the Clothzier , or firſt Exzplozer, who frequently looſeth 
of the very Intreſt of his Mony ; conſequently it muſt of ne- 
ceflity follow, that Nine of the Ten Parts, it not Nineteen of 
Twenty Parts of the whole Yalue of the ſaid Minrfacture muſt 
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be diſtributed to the Nation ;- ſo that admitting the whole 
Woollen-Manufacture of this Nation, comprehending Cloth, Stuffs, 
Bays, Stokirgs, and all other of the ſaid Manufacture, do amount 
to Four Milions of Pounds Sterling Per. An. ( more or leſs ) 
there will not come of that Great Sum to the Clothzer, or firit 
Employer, much above Two Huadred Thouſand Pound ( if fo 
much; ) ſo that Three Millions and Eight Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds Per. An. muſt of neceſſity be diſtributed to the Nation 
by Virtue, of the ſaid Clothize-Trade ; whereof we cannot but 
ſuppole the Farmers, and therefore the Nobility and Gen- 
try muſt receive the greateſt Part. | : 

It is well known alſo, that it is ſolely by our Trade, that not 
only. this Great.City of Loxdoz it Self, but ſeveral other Large 
Cities of this Nation do wholly Depend ; and which, if our 
Trade were removed, they would ſoon be deſerted by their re» 
ſpective Inhabitants. 

And then we cannot but offer to Conſideration, where the 
Nobility, Gentry, or Farmer, would find a Market for their 
Commodities, or find a Price an{werable to them. 

All which Particulars T have been the larger in, to remove 
that Miſtake, which is almoſt as DiſtruQive to the Nation, as 
the Peſtilexce it Self ; which is that mentioned by my Opponent 
( Viz. ) that the Intreſt of the Merchazt, or the Intreſt of the 
Clothier and Artifficer 1s not Conliſtant with the Intreſt of the 
Nobility and Gentry ; the contrary being made ſufficiently to 
appear. | | 

Another thing Alieged by my Opponext, is, that a Limited 
E xportation of Wooll, will be more for the Advantage of our Wooll- 
en Trade, and leſs for that beyond the Sea, than the hinaring of is 
hath beer. | 
| Which Aſcertion, if my Opponent had Really, Sufficiently, 
and EffeQtually made good, he might juſtly have Merited the 
| Name, for being the greateſt Maſter of Reaſon in Exglazd. 

And indeed ſeeing a Paradox more ſtrange, and more hard 
to be Conceived, could not eaſily be ſtated, I could not but ex- 
pect, that ſome Arguments more Remarkable than ordinary, 


. would 


404 


would Immediatly have followed it, but finding ( contrary to 
. my ExpeQation ) nothing beyond a bare Affirmation, that if 


Strangers had a Liberty to Buy what Wooll ſcever they pleaſe, they 
would Pay Dearer for it, then they do, and that our Clothiers would 
therefore have it the Cheaper, and ty this Advantage would be able to 
under-ſel the Strangers in their Manufa&ure : I ſay finding little or 
no thing more ; to be brought, either by way of Reaſon, or 
Argumzat , to maintain this Parradox, I was ſoon convinc- 
ed that it remained as uncapable to be proved as it was before, 
and a little to evidence the Improbability of the ſaid Conſe- 
quence, we {hall here offer ſome few Reaſons to the Con- 
trary. 

And Firſt T crave leave to ſay, that it's no way likely that 
the Grower in any part of Exg/:24, {hould not be willing to 


get the utmoſt Price. for his Wool! that he can, and therefore not 


likely that any Grower whatſoever, will ſell his Wool! to the 
Natives of this Countrey, for leſs Price than he preſumes he 
may have of Strangers : And therefore not at all likely, that 


our own Manufacturers ſhould Buy it Cheaper than others, 


Secondly. Admiting that it ſhould be made Unlawful, for any 
Strangers to Buy up Wooll, till ſfuch.a time or ſeaſon of the 
Year, to the end that our Clothiers might firſt Provide them- 
ſelves of what they need, yet it would no way follow , but 
Strangers may have their Agents and FaCtors here, that may 
Purchaſe it at the ſame eaſe, with the ſame conveniancy, and 
at the ſame Rates that our Clothiers are like to do, nor can I 
perceive any thing propounded by my Opporer?, that would be 
able in the lealt, either to Prevent , or Obviate 1:. © 

Thirdly. And this great Omition in my Opporezrt, I could not 
but take the more notice of , becauſe if no Expedient can be 
found out by him { which I doubt there will not ) to prevent 
Strangers, from giving what Commiſhons they pleaſe, to Buy 


up what-Quantities of” Wooll foever they think fit, here in 
tais Country ; asI ſee not how , or by what meanes, the Ex- 


portation of our Wooll, ſhould be any way poſſible to be Lim- 
"ited, 10 neitier doT lice how the C/otizer here ſhould be luffci- 
| Entiy ; 


d. 
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ently; cole Furniſhed,' i or Haw the- Manuf, attyre. it ie 
uy be C ny Furniſh any *way preſerved, fulth age 
Miſcheifs, FF Inconveniencies cannot but follow, and can 
bat be a Neckſſary Conſequences of ſuch a Law, as is' pro-, 
pounded by my Opponent ; and that nothing to Obviate or Pre-, 
vent theſe Inconveniences, hath 'been' either ,Regarded, or ſo 
much as attempted by him, I:cannot but take it to be a. ver 

great Blot to his Judgment, barely and boldly to Offer at ſuch 
a thing, which is attended with ſo much Hazard. | 

Fourthly. Becauſe my Opponant ſeems to-put his cheifeſt 
Stre(s in this, ( Viz. ). that 4 large Cuſtowe may be put upon, all 
Wooll that i Baported by Strangers, and that at lea of by this meanes, 
they may come to Pay double the Price of what our Clothiers do, and 
aot-only fo, but by this meats alſo, his Maje fly may receive an Ad- 
 Deptage by the Cuſtame, that is Im wy fed upongt. 

To try the weight'or | ftreng Lo this Ds 6 or rather 
6 ſhewiths Vanity of it." Wa proſe ta tha tl 
Pound; fhould'by a Law , be* His 'Wooll, 


ſhall be Shipt, out Ts Stran ers; Or OY a5 it all not Flows | 
that the ſaid Cuſtome ſhould be'Paid to his Maj 


halfof the'Wooll, that: {halt bs 700. hipt onrt': Se Og s- rt 
Colour of one Hundred Pack \ Ein red may be Export 
ed. So this will muck the lets > 1m the very O i 
which my Wi, porent himſelf: hath £55 of the nature | of the 
Stealers or Tranſporters of Wooll.; for if as he. KK [oe 
will be content Te 124. a day Profit ſo they may. pliy the 
Merthazts; and if they are, content to run the hazard of. their 
Necks;'and to be tryed as Fellons , for {6 ſmall.a matter as 
this amounts to, which cannot be above 8, or 10s, upgn a Pac 
-how much mote then, will” they be encouraged, to Heal the 
Cuſtqm of it when their excuſe, ſhall be. TFRIrers oh heir ad- 
vantage niuch: greater, and the hazirdleſs'a 1andre es then 
now. it bo but in* the fb ante place, let on 5 Fes Ar- 


guments ſake, that'if *4/. was' Im mapped Upon Wet Pack. as 
" Wooll that was Tran 2 Ti 4 ant h et us WA 


Cuſtome.was ducly Paid,” yet I Teen not CE FEB a4 | 


Tout 
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Opponents Confidence, that we ſhall for this ;Caufe be able to- 
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underſell the Prexch, 1n the. Woollen-ManufaQture.. » |, 
"For beſide that the Nature of their ManufaQture being but 
ſlight; and ſuch as takes up much leſs Wooll than ours doth, 
and a great part,of their, waips, being made of their fine ſpun: 
Linnin and their own courſe Wooll: I fay beſides this, the, 
Impoſitions that have been of late, Arbitrarily put upon all our 
Woollen-ManufaQure in Fraxce; and conſidering alſo there is 
no Cultome at all put upon Wooll there, when Imported, both 
theſe will utterly prevent, our ſelling the ſaid. ManufaQure 
there, Cheaper than the French can make it , though they 
ſhall not only give double, but treble the Price, that we our 
Selves do give for Wooll. ppt ge Lt, 
'The next thing Alledged by my Opponant 1s, that our Foxe- 
Fathers did never Prohibit the Tranſportation of Wooll, unleſs upon 
ſome great Oerafer , 4nd for 4 certain Seaſon, till of late. Tears, for 


makeing B00 of Wn, .a Summary of ſeveral Statutes, are. 
brought from the Time of Edward the 3d. downwards to our 
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' For anſwer to all which Statutes,T ſhall make uſe of no other 
Arguments as vohat my Cepareas himſelf hath pur into my 
Month, which is; chat :Wooll was for many Ages, by the 
Wiſdom of the Government, at leaſt | very: often Prohibited ; 
and that whenloever the Government it ſelf ſaw, there was @ 
greater Occalion than ordinary for it, they did alwayes Prohi- 
bit it; .and Conſequently, if the Intreſt of the Nation at pre- 
ferit bs ſuch, andthe circumſtances relating to our Neighbours 
about us, be not-only ſo great, but ſo Inftant. and Importune; 
that theſe two conſidered', there will be much more Reaſon, 
and much more Neceſlity , for .the Prohibiting-of it now , 
than Ormer:y- 2 HY | 3) 
2 Thet PLE my Oppozent labours at, in producing Inſtances 
bf other Kinds; Pers the CircumRtances are not the ſame, 
falls, wholly r6 the Ground ; for the clearing of which, let us 
conſider, thar the,Circumſtances peculiar to this preſent Time 
ure Mr Ws aye nay Onlieen Folllled for many Ages of the 
4) G wy 


' Mayufaturiyz of our Wodl! ; but have' of late ſo Improved obr 
Trade and Commerce by it, 'that 'we tave Exported, it by 
Shipping of our own, not only into Fraxte, Portugal and Spazy, 


'  Neris the ſtate of the Conteſt now at preſent between us 
- only, who ſhall have the Trade, but who 1s-fitteſt to have the 
.. Strength and Dominion of the Sea. ©, fn 
Wherefore if -my Opponent be not only an Tder , but” fo 
much an Exgliſb-Mar, and be 1{o true a SubjeQ to the Intreſt 
of his Majeſty , which I doubt not buthe is, as to think there 
''is-none fo fit as'his Majeſty ro Command the' Sea, then-my 
Opponent muſt” of neceſſity grant, that nothing. ought at this 
time to be done by us, - that may hazard the greatneſs of x mi 
Trade and Commerce, and Conſequently, that nothing ought 
to be ſuffered by us, ( ſo far as weare able in any wile to pre- 
vent-it )- thar may either leſſen or endanger our Woollen-Ma- 
- nufaQture, '#nd Conſequently, -if hothing can ſo mucthazatd 
it, and hazard the very loſs of our Trade, and of the Domini- 
on of the Sea it ſelf through it, as the countenancing and con- 
 tribating to the Woollzn Manufacture now fer up in Fraxce , 
- then this.is not” to be*done by us, but 1s rather, if. we will pur- 
' ſue the-Intreſt of the Nation, by all means to be prevented 
-by as;-{9 £5 1 EfLG ce IEP | 
_ "And Conſequently till my Oppozert ſhall be able to make it 
appear, that the Dominion of the Sea, if loſt, will be no great 
harm to us, or till he make it appear, that weare able to keep 
"FOTEOO © the 
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the Dominjon-of the Sca ; even, -notwithſianding our .Trade 

F "And Coplinerce NI be nity Toft, and notwithſtanding 
our. Woollen-ManufaCture, ſhould be wholly carried away by 

our Neighbours. | | WG 
 -, Or tillhe make it appear by other, Arguments than hitherto 
- he hath done, thatthe | "ad though they encreaſe their Wooll- 
* en-ManufaQure, will neither be able to Under-{cll us.abroad, 
, nor beable to prevent our Clothes and ' Stuffs from going.into 

France, as formeriy. ho 8 


| 
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| 1 fay till my Opponent ſhall be able to make good all theſe 
| things, 'T muſt- crave leave to-difter. from him wholly, and 
| \ Plainly to affir 1.00 CO OOeFAr Y, -H Lt SOC) 14G 

E "7 "That the Tranſportation of Wooll, if allowed by a Law, 


can no way be Limited. - Becauſe if the Tranſportation of 
" Wooll ſhall beallowed by a Law, no means; ( ſpeaking ra- 
tionally, ) is able to prevent the |Hollanders ,; Flaudrians ,:agd 
"Prench, to give each of them ſuch Commiſſions as they pleaſe , 
4, | m -up here .what, quantity of. Wooll, foever, they ſhall 
- hunK ut, | | Rs IP WER © 006- s O | . 
_ 2. 1n regard that this can no way be: prevented, and 'that 
my, Opponent himielt offers not the leaſt grain of.an Expedient 
"towards it: I therefore farther affirm, that; it cannor apprar 
_ that our Clothiers or Manufafturers here, ſhall have” the leaſt 
Priyiledg above the Stranger ;; either .in poynt of Proviſion; : or 
point of Price, - © 1 22 Ee Bead c: 
|... 3+. Thar our Clcthbier, or Manufafturer here, maſt of geceſlity 
have far greater diſadvantage, with reference to the furniſh- 
ing himſelf, than. the Strangers abroad, in regard-it cannot-be 
thought, he ſhall be able'to raiſe any ſuch ſtock of Money. .as 
the Stranger can, to. prevent the Strangers Foreſtaling of him ; 
' and Conſequently ( if it be Lawfvul to'talk Reaſon ) there.can 
+ ; be noground to Imagin;; that our :ManufaRture ſhould. not;'n 
" Thort time be utterly oft , and this being loſt, as our Trage 
and ſtrength at Sea muſt be.Inevitable. loft -with'it, fo not.only 
the Honour, Welth and Rents, but the very Priviledges, Li- 
_ berty, and Property of the Nation, | muſt be hazaxded y- ſuch 
{14 | trans 
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ranges 08 ſhall carry, away the Trade: and | Rrength | 
LrOM. Us. ” | att 


 Astothe next Allegation made by my Opponent, (Viz..) that 
" the des apa of Wooll, will better his Majeſties Cultoms : I 
' ee but little. in it that may require my Anſwere to:it, inas- * 
.much, as I have ſpoken already.to this, under the Fourth head::. 
Nevertheleſs I mult crave leaye to ſay, that.my Opponent here 
alſo goeth upon an extraordinary Miltake, 41t. being not at -all 
in diſpute between us, whether his Majeities Cuſtomes would 
be bettered if a Subſidy were paid only for that Wooli that” is 
now Exported,inſtead of having it all ftollen:But the diſpute be- 
tween us ſtriftly is what his Majeſties Cuſtomes will hereafter 
. amount:to,' Comparatively: to 'what they at preſent are, in 
_ caſe there ſhould be a Law for the free and Unlimited Expor- 
tation of Wooll, and thatby reaſon of this Law, and the Con- 
ſequences. that muſt follow from it ; our Woollen-Mazufaitare 
ſhall come tobe wholly and-entirely loſt : For-it becomes: nota 
"wiſe Men (and ſuch Tmuſt.in Civility Judge my. Opponent 10 
be ) in making ſuch Propoſals as tend to the altering of Lawes , 
to look at the preſent only, but to-look more principally at: the 
time to come, | E > 
And therefore it:1s not-in this caſe at all, to be conſidered 
what the advantage will be, that may come .to.his Majelſties 
Cuſtomes for a few moneths, or a ſingle Tear , but it is to be 
conſidered, what the adyantage or diſadvantage will be to his - 
_Majeſties Cuſtomes for. the time to come ; admitting theſe Ih- 
conveniencies, which I have before mentioned to be unavoid- 
able. from the Law which is Propounded by my Oppoxert. 
Belides my Opponent cannot doubtleſs be ſo Ignorant, as not 
to have Conſidered, that the greatneſs of his Majeſties Cuſt- 
 omees { which 1s at this Day greater than ever ) is not at all 
. Raiſed Comparatively from the Export but from the Import , 
 whieh 1s Io. if not 20. times greater than the Export, the Val- 
 lueof all which Import mult proportion ally fall, as the quan-. 
tity of or Mos {hall faile to be carried out, and as our 
raw and unwrought Wooll alone ſhall inſtead of it be $7} 
- | .” ed, 


;£d,::and Conſequently to'pretend'thati by ſuch'a Law 'as is de- 
fired, his Majeſties Cuſtomes would be advanced, - is either 
-gfreatly to betray Ignorance, or greatly to betray the Revenues 
of the Cuſtomes it ſelf. | | 
The next thing alledged by my Opporert is, that the canſe of 
the decay of our Clothing doth not lie in the Exportation of our 
'Wooll, but oz the contrary, ( V1z.) becauſe our Wooll is noe more 
freely Exported than it is, and that we may be ſure not to miſtake his 
Senſe, herein he further adds, that inaſmuch as the decay and fall of 
our Manufatture, comes properly from, the Prohibition of our 
.Wooll, the topping or hindring of it is but the applying to our Di- 
ſeaſe a wrong Remedy. | 2 
Which Argument, had it been brought by a Stranger, we 
ſhould immediately have turned it into Merriment , as ſup-- 
poſing that he thought us ſuch Children, that any thing 
would eaſily Deceive us ? but being brought by a Gentleman, 
-and an. Exgliſh-Man ,:I confeſs I could not poſlibly think whar 
- might be the meaning of it, -unleſs it were, that my Opponent 
. was reſolved to croſs the Proverb for a while, and by a piece of 
Wit to make it appear, that it is not always True , that Intreſt 
cannot Lye; for that nothing can be more contrary to Trath , 
'than what'is here alledged, or more againft the Intreſt of the 
. Nation, and.of an Ex2/iſþ-Man than what is here Aﬀerted, ( if 
that berhe very Intreſt of my Oppoxert ) 15 moſt Clear. 

For if it be Tyze which my Opponent ſaith,thet the decay of our 
_Clothing-Trade, 7s not from our Exportation of Wooll, tut rather 
- the Contrary, becauſe no more of our Wooll is not Carried out Raw 

and Un-Manufattured, it muſt follow then, by how much the” 
more our Hooll is thus Exported , W {o mnch-the more our 
- Manufacture will not only be Preſerved , but' Encouraged , 
and the-Reaſon for this mult needs be, that if we are once rid 
of our Wooll;” and have got a good Price for it ,' we need not - 
- trouble our heads {o far as to Imagin, - that* they - who Buy it 
will do any thing with it, but only will lay it up tolook upon 
it : For if we jhall Serioully Believe that they will have ſo much 
Wit-as to make. Uſe.of it; and to make Uſe. of -it as becomes 
= | Ra- 
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' Rational Perſons,. un 


order; to the: Increaſe of their 0wn;Clo; 


thing by it, we.cannor be ſo ſottiſh as to. think, that they do: 
intend after this to Buy our Manufacture any more, bur do 


. 


on of it,. as a thing not Expedient for them. 


- on the contrary deſign to prevent, and ſhut out the Importati« 


.,And if this and no other be really the intent of Buyingup of 
our Wooll by our Neighbours:, then mult it not- neceſſarily; 
follow, that by how much the more Wooll they have, by 1ſo; 
much the more Manufacture they will make for the Furniſhing 


_ themſelves, and Furniſhing their Neighbours, and then, by 1o. 


much the leſs Place, or Poſſibility, there will be that we ſhoald 
be able to.Furniſh-them, :and then alfo by ſo much the greater 
ſtop muſt of neceſſity be put to the Vending our ownCloths:And 
is it not plain that by how much the leſswe Vend of our Manu- 
faQture, by reaſon of the Increaſe of it abroad: in other Places, 
by ſo much the more our ManutaQture muſt decay : Not'only 
in paint .of Price , but .impoint of its Neceſſity and 'Uſe ? - 
 Andis it not then as. manifeſt, that by how much our Ma- 
nufafture Decayes, our Trade muſt Decay, and our Welth 
muſt Decay, and the Strength of our Shipping muſt Decay,and 
we our ſelves muſt be” the more made a Scorn , a Prey, and a 
Laughing-ſtock by it to'our Neighbours : And if all this be ngt 
for the Intreft of the Nation, but the contrary wholly, is it 
not plain that my Opponent , ſeeing he is an Exgliſh-Man ,*and 
ſeeing it 15 for the Intreſt of the Nation that he Writes, doth 
croſs the Proverb, and'give us a Demonſtration by his thus 
Arguing, that Intreſt' may now and then Lye,' though not 
alwayes? | P00; SHEDS Aa 
But in the next place, to try whether my Opporert be in ear- 


- neſt, or not, let me humbly Beg of him, to tell me truly, why 


thoſe naughty Men that Uſurped the Government in the Tear ' 
1647. did upon ſuch Penatries ſtrictly Prohibit the Exportation 
of 'our Wooll; if he faith, it was becauſe they were not only 
Rebels, but Men of no Reaſon, and Underſtood not the larref 


of the Nation : Will he'not by this brand. many of the Parlia- 


ment alſo that now fits?* who though they did not-Confirm 
EÞ | 7 5. :".. the 
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the Rebels Law , did think fit at leaft to mak a new Law to 
the ſame purpoſe, even foon after his Majeſties moſt happy 
Reſtoration. | TTL 
Granting then that the Laws now in force of the 12 axd 14 
'of his Majeſties Reign, were not made by-other, than by the 
Wiſeſt and moſt Loyal Perſons of this Nation, the ſaid Perſons 
muſt conſequently have ſome grounds or other for making of 
the ſaid Laws, and if we may gueſs at their grounds by their 
2wn words-in the preambles of the {aid Lawes , they appear 
mainly to be theſe three following, ( Y7z. ) - 


I. For the ſetting 0n Work the Inhabitants of this Realm. 


2. Eoy the Improving the native Commoaities of this Country , to 
ats beaſt, fulleſt, and utmoſt Tſe. | | 
3. And that the advantage aceruing hereby might Redeund to the 
Subjetts of this Kingdom, and not-to the Subjetts of forreign 
Realms, as hitherto, and as it would, and muſt otherwiſe do. © 


| Herefore, either theſe Three grounds, when: the ſaid 
Lawes were made, were either good and: ſufficient 
Motives for the Prohibiting our Wooll, and for the 
laying ſo great a Penalty upon ſuch as ſhould Export it, or 
they were not : if my Opponaxt ſhall ſay, they were not goed 
and ſufficient Grounds, then he muſt ſay that the Wiſdom: of 
theſe Honourable and Loyal Perſuns, who at that time ſerved 
in Parliament , were indeed not much better than that-of the 
Uſurpers of the Government in the Tear 3647. Burt if the {aid 
grounds were Good, Valid, and Sufficient, and ſuch as did'both 
Regard and Comprehend the 1 rue and Sincere TIntreſt of the 
Natzon; then my Opponert mult confeſs , that the ſaid Laws 
ought to Stand,or he muſt ſhew wherein the Caſe is altred now, 
from what it was then, with reference to the {aid Motives -or 
Grounds, that the ſaid Parliament thea went upon, in making 


the ſaid Laws. For, Ss > 


x Jahn 3 od en doko ood alia ot (136 ARS 
-* 12 Ifiwiy Oppozient can make ipplecs by T.etters that he hat 


—_—y 


'Sick and Weary of it, and that the French King hath wh y 
- forbudden it;and/hath releaſed all rhe Impoſitions that he hath;of 


lately received, that the Hollarders frave laid dowatheix Woall- 


en-Manutacture, and that they in Fraxce are alltogether grown 


 late/Tears pur uponit, then T muſt needs confeſs the Calc is al- 


/ tered, 'and that the faid Laws ought Juſtly to be Repealed ; or, 


2. It my Oppozent hath received Information from ſure. and 
good Hands, that the Hollanders make uſe of no other Wooll 
chan that of their own Grouth, though they breed few or no 
Sheep; and that: he hath alſo received Tyformation. from good 
and ſure Hands, that the Frezch make'uſe only of their. own 
Wooll in all their ManufaQure ; or, RR 

3. : It my Opponent can make it appear, that the ſetting on 
Work the mifeGitanrs of this Realm, is not-.now a. thing fo 
conveniant' or fit as" it was when the Raid Acts were made; 
ey TIES oo Ge To props EE 
4. If the Improving the Native Commodities of this Coun- 
try to1ts beſt and utmoſt Uſe, be' found by Experience -t0. be 
no good Policy , bur to'bring many Tntonyepiences, with it 
e od mri 9 7 OMUNCETENCE. 7 5 

5. Tf it be much mote adviſcable that Forreiners ſhould 
g0 away with the Gain of our Manufacture h and, with the 
{weet of our Trade, rather than that' his Majeitie's. Subjets 
Jſhoutd have it; m all theſe Caſes Imuſt confeſs, it muſt Ingvi- 
tably- be for'the'Intreſt of the Nation to Repeal the Tfaid;Afts, 
ane Jay rhegi aſide, 00h Ee 6K 

But on 'the other hand, if none,of alt 'theſe Five Caſes can 
polliÞly 'be put, and that thoſe very Reaſons. and Grounds ..do 
{till-remain,” andaretheſame'riow; which they | werg. when he 
ſaid As were fhades £061 00 anne nn SS 
- + Phenimy Opponents thotidn 5 Repeal the fiid Laws, mult 
be azainft the Lntreſt of rhe Nation, or Intreſt dgth nor alwayes 
ſpeait: True 5 which was the Paradox intended to be Argued 
by ny Offelenst <1 8% 655 «07 10 apron end 
 ASatis Rar thenSthitÞy botk thei Arguments, my Oppo- 
Ju | Þ, g uent 
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h wholly miſtaken, himſelf 1a the Cauſe of. our Manu- 
EY; to, idenck'yetfarther.the manifeſtneſs, and 
TWraAblnels s Bk miſtake, we affirm. that it is Matter of 
AE; that our Woollen-ManufaQuure dig;greatly encteaſe after 
«the faid Probnbition, of. .Wooll;; and not ,gply. gnereaſed,, but 
1B6s good" Price, an ' that. I may ..not be.. found like. ſame 06- 
"hers; "wo, regard not the Credit of : what they afficm (and 
- partictfavly, like him who hath contracted the Arguments of 
my Oppcnerr, and hath publiſhed thera together in one Sheet 
of Paper) I will to juſtitie what I fay, appeal for the Truth of 
it, not only to the Cu/fomze-houſe Books, i and to the quantity of 
-the. WolekMacuf Cture. there entred ; . but to the Gentry 
*kemfelves: And ts the Price that the Land bore ( and Vi&- 
uals ). for many Years together after the {a1d Prohubition. 
- * Yea, avour ManufaQture did encreaſe for many Years toge- 
- (thet; after the faid-Prohibition of the Exortation of Wooll , fo 
:it tad to thisday fill encreaſed, had not thoſe accidents hap- 
pened, . that laid ſo effeQtual a.Foundation for the ruine of it, as 
"rt. was neither in the Power of the C/othzer, nor 1n the Power of 
the Er99ztoprevent : I mean thoſe. new and immogerate Taxes, 
 whichwere hid Uupon- our Manufature by the French King, 
.on purpoſe. to encourage his. own workmen .to gain the ſaid 
'ManufaQtre from us ; and on purpole to prevent our C/oth and 
"Stuffs from being brought into lis Country , ( the Fruits 'of 
Exportation of Wooll ) although we.Yearly take of his Com- 
"modities, tothe value'of above 5 Ms of;Pounds Sterling , 
:and-I'meane if the ſecond place, the makiug that.unfortunate 
AQ againſt the Impoartatian of . Irijþ Cattle, which hath not 
'bnly tended to the ruine of the Grower , but to the ruine of the 
'Clothier, and'to the ruine of the very Trade of Exglapd it {elf ; 
and which if it ſhould continue to ſtand un-repealed, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily, and inevitably ruine. more and more.: Both.the Ger- 
try,  Merthant, and Clothier every day. - 


"Arid therefore as a further Proof of what I ſay I ſhall give 
_ «one inftanca inſteed'of 'many, and leave the Truth of it to be 
ſtrictly examined , and j udged accordingly.; which is, that 
FRLUOAS. EE fince 


[19:] 
fince the ſaid/ accedents have befallen us( I mean of the Frank > 
Kings Atbitrary© 'Impoſſitions 'upon us ; and that: AQ 
the Importation of 7-;ſþ Cattle) Exeter alone, lor loſt be I 
it did formerly Vend, near, if not above rhree Hunared Thouſand 
Pound. Sterling every Year: And if we ſhall reckon Proportion-, 
' ably for all ocher Countries and Cities, we ſhall then caſil ſes 
there is a Juſt Ground for the Decay of our Wooles-Vanafeltur? 
and for the fall of the Price of our Wool by it, and for the Fall 
and ruin of our Rents, not as my Opponent Allcapeth by reaſon 
of the Prohibition of Tranſporting our Wool, but truly and real- 
ly by reaſon of the Multiplycation and Increaſe of our. Wool, 
to that degree, that the Exportation oft track: Almoſt, been: Ne- 
cellary, inthe Judgment of 'fome. 

- The ſerious conſideration of which true and ala of the 
decay of our Mazufa&ture, I ſhall humbly teave to the Wiſdom 
_ of the Parliament. - And ſhall lItkewiſe ſeaveie fo, their Wiſdom 
to be conſidered, whether in this ConjunQuteof 7 
according to- the Circumſtances which gow! Atfe! 
our Neighbours do not only Emvalate us, bat are peri aQual 
Rivals with us, not only for our Clathing, but for our Tb it 
ſelf ; and for our Stfength and Pominio at Bey i we ſhall 
ought ſo far to contribute towards the 1 cfign wh cowards! he 
Certainty and EffeQtualneſs of our own Ruine”; to.;permit at 
any rate our Wool to be Exported, and by this means miake our 
Neighbours ſcorn the Commerce and Trade they formerly had 
with us, and thanked us for; * | 

' Bur if any Caveller ſhould iy that after all T catjaor deny. 

but there is a ſurplus of Wool which cannot 'be wrought up by 
Clothiers at home, and that I offer.not one word, holy it ſhould 
for the future bedifpoſed of: '( Tanſwer )  - 

- 11) That it acct not by any thing g which ahi Opponent 
hath hitherto ſaid, at leaſt not byany thitrs the His hit 1hither- 
to proved, that. the'CHBzcs Gither -banniot-or th thi not ork up 
the Wooll of the proper routlh of Exo!z24 to the full 9 Fit , but 
 ifa far greater-quantity' FWoblt be rough ht mto Ezg, layd from 

Ireland then ever until of lite- *Vears; as t 5] C Ibn cannot "be 


Rel- 
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ed Pell for Mt 3's Buying vp:all the-Wooll which. is ſent 
no fir er caq 112. 0r, ought. he to be Reſponſible 
roy ei iſ pro as from the Importation of it, or- for the: 
cheaprie(s, e ſaid Wo. by reaſon of the ſaid Glue,.,. Non. 
vitan in which Glut I may preſume-toſay, (orat leaſt to 
net Y tht "if an account was taken. both in Jre/ard and Eng- 
re the time, of ſhear! 1ngs, there will, not be: faund one 
Parters Jo outh, 6c at the molt 6. Monts Un-Manufattured, in 
the greareſt, Year 6f plenty of Wocll . and. dulneſs of Trade ; ; 
Cl duly: configercd, dotls require more care for a ſtock be- 
ora din England, and not to ſulfer it to be. Engrofſed and 
| Stored upin Frans, andeLland as BOW11t iS 2; WW hich is the true 
on of keeping our Markets low: for ;gur ManufaCture, and 
conſequent! tha of Wooll alſo, which. when our Trade 
ſhall b Foruved + and brought into the right Channel, will be 
Incouragey'Þ y a full Ep loymeph, we might- fade a. want. of 
i bekt DE © & RIG 3 the ; Notwithitanding. our-great 
oiptto.of rh ory Wonl? 2s.i0 hath; frequently: accurd: 
Cary Reeyf wy '> and more for merly, as Sr. Walter Rawly's 
Remai 4 HA 
"IF the pj 'P.IY Jonly. way, foriremoving all evil efeQs, 
to, rem oe elr I« ative cauls,. and that, this is and. muſb 
acknowledged, by a rational Perſans, . then'conſidering what 
'e have faid before, and not only. ſaid but. proved and made 
it appear, (Fiz. ) that the cauſe of the. ſaid Surplus of Wool 
{ with the Cheapneſs of it at preſent ) anong us,:1s partly from 
v triſp Act th Is Prohibiteth the bringiag in of (hive. Cattle , 
-purz;the Kingdom. upon, the Bradng of -Wooll whether 
The! v will vr.no,, and partly by the Decay:ot our Manufacture , 
throunh the ſupply that we oyr ſelves do make ta our Neigh- 
bours of four own Wh: for, the, Fromoting, of their Manu- 


fi®ture, to the Ruine,o Hf clYSS; 11: ol 3: 


"The FI per rar; thexemoveins tle Cheapnoſs 
o Ws oll es £2 and, a nd Eenploying our: Poor, /and 
Recover rig of 01 our Trade 00 the. therhand, muſt neceſſarily bs 
the eſti Ting the Exporrof it triram {roavd, apdfiom hence. & 
4 An 
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And here E muſttake the Bolgneſs to fay that where a Nati- 
on.is-not Rich int Mines of Gy/d and S:tver,. it is not ca pable of 
being Enriched any other way, than by its ManufaQure. 

Andconſequently if it be from our ManufaQures alone, 
that the Riches of this Nation comes, and if it be from our 
ManufaCture chiefly that our Shipping is Imployed , and aur 
Marriners bread, if 1t be from our Trading alone, and from the 
Riches which'our Trading brings in, that his Majeſties Cuſ- 
toms are Raiſed, and chat our Fleet have been hitherto Builr 
and Maintained, and the Dominion of the Seas hath been Pre- 
ſerved, than it 18 and mult be from our ManufaCture only that 
cur Bullzca hath been brought in, and that the Rents of our 
Nobility and Gentry doth Depend and are Suſtained. 

And therefore it mult be granted me, that there is no higher 
Intreit in the Nation, than that which preſerves his Majelties. 
Cuitomes, and thar which Sultains the No#zliity and Gentries 
Rents, and that which Supports cur Navy and Shipping. - 

Then in revard our, ManutaCtire alone doth all this, our 
Mansf:ire none and the Encouragement of it mult neceſlari- 
ly be tne greater Intreit of tie Nation it ſelf : And I mult crave 
Icave to lay that whoever pinceth it in any. thing elce ( as the 
circumitances of this Nation frands at preſent ) mult extther-mif- 
take the Intreſt of thzs Nation, or can be no Friend to Exglazd. 
Wherefore it muſt neegs be piain to every. perſon, that not- 
only the breeding of Wooll, but the diſpoſing of it, and- the 
diſpoling of-1t to moſt Advantage,. is mow become-the Intreſt 
of the Nodzlity, Gentry,, Teomandry, and of: all others whatſoe- 
ver that have:a concern;for the good of Exeland and Ireland, and 
it ought to be Indulged to none beſides our Selves, whole whole 
proper and intire Intreſt it is, to be Sole Manufattnrers, or 
Workers of it. |, 1 SH | £43 

This Satisfaction alfoT bad to encourage me to reprint my 
Sentiments, and Obſervations ( viz.) that by one Gentleman a 
true lover of his Country's Good; whomelI take liberty to name 
tor his Honour, which is Thomas Manly Eſq. of Kent, who 1n 
1577. publiſhed a Diſcourle,, ſhewing how far te” 
-f4) on 
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of Wooll is.DiſtruCctive to this Kingdom ; whoſe own wards 
do beſt ſhew his-well grounded Judgment and faithful regard 
to Ex2lands welfare, I Tranſcribe them as they ſtand, as 'an 
anſwer to the ſlender Reaſons meanly alleadged in favour of 
Tranſportation of Wooll, which areas followeth; /:z. 


1. Oar ſtore of Wooll ( ſay they ) is ſo great, that we have ſufficient both 
for our ſelves and Neighbours- 


2. Its free and unreſtrained Exportation will occaſion a greater encreaſe in its 
price, which will ſuſtain our drooping Rents, and draw conſiderable ſums of 
Aony from abroad, for ſo deſirable a Commodity. 

3. That tho we uſe all care imaginable to prevent sts Exportation, yet our 
Neighbenrs, by means of our own People, drawgreat quantities from us. 


4. *Tisto ſmall purpoſe to keep our wooll at home, for that Ireland ſup- 
plies our Neighbours therewith to a great degree. 


5- This Prohibition of woull is a new prattice, unknown to ua till within 


theſe twenty years, and yet before that time, both wooll and Drapery yielded - 
the beſt Rates for above 60 years laſt paſt. 


- To the Frit I Anſwer. SG 
T. That I conceive our Yearly encreaſe of Wooll is now no 
greater than when the Rates were double, nay treble, to what 
they now are ; and if ſo, the fall and mieannels of the price pro- 
ceeds purely from the loſs of Forreign Markets for our Drape- 
ry, and from our own forſaking the wear of it, and not from 
the quantity above what we had 3e or 45 years ago. 

- 2, "Tis very manifeſt how the Rates of Wooll theſe laſt 5 
or 16 years, have graduly faln from bad to worſe, and how 
as by degrees we have encreaſed in the wearing of Silk, Cam- 

bets, and frowlſie Frexch Drugets, and 'as our Neighbours, eſ- 
pecialiy the Frexch, have enlarg'd their Woollen-Manufa&ure- 
by means of our Wooll, which they mix with theirs, juſt {6 
"= REO Rates of this Commodity with us ſunk almoſt'beyond 
elicf. © 2d 1 abs 
3. That ſeeing we. have a multitude of People, who for 
want of employment, want bread, and that the price of 

\Wooll here is ſo low as to tempt us to let out that commodity,: 

which the wiſdom of this: Trading Age hath hitherto :ſecured 


Uull- 


Cs 
under Publick Prohibitton, as being the prime fund of our 
Trade and Navigation, and which 1s ſo neceſſary to our active 
Neighbours, that no Laws, how Penal ſoever, have yet total- 
ly debar'd them from it, what do we elle by ſuch a delign, but 
declare that henceforth,' being not able to manage that Manu- 
fature, we abandon all thoughts. of, an advantagious com- 
merce, neceſſitate our people to live on us; or dye at our doors, 
and ſurrender to our Neighbours that Manufactonre for which 
we were {0 notorious? is not, this at once, to caſt the Childrens 
bread to ſtrangers; and to remain tor ever without hopes to main- 
tain, after ſuch a dereliction, any ManufaQure which our 
Neighbours may have a mind to ſnatch from us ? | 

4. If our Neighbours could have Wooll as. good to all intents 
and purpoſes, and as plentiful and cheap from other Countries, 
it might peradventure, be adviſable, how far we ought to keep 
ours at home ; but the caſe -being otherwaies, and they ( our 
Rivals ) being not able to carry on that Marufadure effeCtually 
without it, it ſeems a great miſtake and dangerous to ſpare it 
on any terms. © You 

To the ſecond Reaſon ; That it will occaſion the Rates of Wooll 
FJ riſe, and thereby / uſtain OUT arooping Reats, &c. 

| I Anſwer. © 

1, The were and ule of Silx, Camlets, &c. have ſo far ſup- 
planted that of Drapery i Ezrope, that we muſt never ration- 
ally expe& thoſe Rates for Wooll which were uſually given 3o 
or 40 years ago. 

2. If we find bad markets for Drapery now Wooll is cheap 
"tis very .improbable our Netghbours will take ſo much Wooll 
trom us as tO ratie the price thereof to that degree as may ſuf- 
tain our falling Rents ; for the dearer we ſell them our Wooll 
the dearer they mult ſell their Drapery, and conſequently {&1l ſo 
much leſs ; or elſe it will be our ſham2 or ill fortune that they 
ſhall vent much Drapery made of dear Wooll, and we vend 
little or none, now Wooll 15 cheap. | | 

3. The more Markets our Neighbours ſupply with Drapery, . 
by means of our Wooll, the lets Drapery we muſt Export ; the 

rea- 
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reaſon is, becauſe there is a certain and determined quantity of 
Cloth conſum'd by the Trading World ; whence it muſt ne- 
ceſarily follow that ſo much Wooll as they receive trom us, ſo 
much leſs Drapery we our ſelves ſhall Export, and conſequent- 
ly the price of Wooll remain the ſame it was before thoſe Laws 
were repeal'd. _. EH fe a ad 

4. Upon repealing thoſe Laws we may bid adue to the Ex- 
portation of Drapery ; the reaſon 1s, becauſe our Neighbours 
live, worke and Navigate cheaper than we; and having once 
our Wooll in common, mult neceſlarily underſell, and beat 
us out of Trade : Tt being a great miſtake to imagine that the 
Exportation of our Wooll and Drapery may contiſt together ; 
and as great a miſtake to ſuppoſe that the pretended encreaſe 
of the Rates of Wooll occaſioned by an allowance of its Ex- 
portation , may ballance the miſchets accruing thereby ; be- 
cauſe z Pound of Wooll Manufattured and Exported , is of more 
worth to as by employing our People , than ten Pound Exported ray 
ar double the preſent Rates; unleſs, which is not reaſonable 
to imagine, we could introduce ſome other better employment 
for them. | 

5. 1four Neighbours tread on our heels in this Marufadture, 
begin to ſupply us with their Drapery at home, and to ſip- 
plant us therewith abroad, having only their own corſe Wocl!; 
which they mix with ours obtained at dear rates ( by reaſon of 
ſecrecy and.many chargeable contrivances alwates attending a 
Prohibited trafhek ) there 15.no doubt; when once the prohibi- 
tion is removed, and they by that means plentifully ſuppiy'd 
therewith ( which 11 an open and allowed commerce 15 alwaies. 
_ cheapeſt ) but that they will ſoon beat us wholly out of thar 

Trade, and by conſequence e're long out of.all other Com- 

merce and Navigation t9-D00r. | x7 arts 


= 


\- 6, The Exportation of our Wooll will be; fo ter from ſultains 
zug our drooping Rents, that tho we may Export the whole 
yearly grouth thereof, yet I- conceive 1t will not anſwer the 
value of our Drapery, which hitherto we have yeariy Export- 
ed, and by conſequence, lo nuuclr loſs muit redown to us; as 
DL | the 
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the Wooll Exported may be of leſs value” than our Drapery ; 
without any conſieration had to the want of employment for 
our People,or to the in{1gniticant Navigation which the Freight 
of Wooll will occaſion, compared with that of Drapery ; and 
how Politick it may be to leſſes the value of our Exits, which already 
are ſo trivial,and ſo exceedingly overballanced by Importations to fo- 
ment our luxury, I leave to the judgment of every Man, who conſs- 
ders that "tis the Exportation of the Growth and Manufafures, which 
deſerves the name of Trade, and makes a Nation Rich. 

7. But ſuppole that by repeal of the Laws the-value- of our 
Wooll ſhould riſe conſiderably ( which for the reaſons already- 
given is very improbable) whereby our Neighbours ſhould be 
enabled to manage that important ManufaCture, which other- 
wiſe they could never effect, mult it not neceſſarily follow, that 
as they enlarge their Drapery ſo ours muſt leſſen, and gradual- 
ly ſhrink to nothing, our Navigation decline-for want :of fo 
flaple a Commodity wherewith to Traffick, our Treaſure yet 
more conveyed abroad to manage a wanton and Luxurious 
Commerce, multitudes of our People who ſubfiſfted by that 
ManufaQture Expoſed to ruine, and as many in every Age, 
thereby becoming uſeleſs and poor, muſt become chargable , 
and may become dangerous to the Kingdom : all which muſt 
and will inevitably ſubdue. our Rents to a degree far beyond 
any relief or benifit,we may reaſonably expe& tromany increaſe 
of the price of Wooll, occaſioned by the repeal of our 
Laws: hence an experienced Merchant, who in other Com- 
modities was himſelf a great {mugler, us'd toſay, that the of- 
fence of Exporting Wool], was like that-S$;z"xot to be forgiven; 
( tho" of an higher Nature.) nor can the injury then be leſsto the: 
Common- Wealth if it go out by a Law ? NI ENG 

To the third Reaſon for repealing our Laws ; That or Neigh- 
bours with the help of our People, get great quantities of” our Wooll 
daily from us, notwithſtanding thoſe Laws to the contrary. 

7, | I Anſwer. | ed: 

1. That ſuch pradices are ſhrewd evidences of what eſteem 
that commodity is among —_ and that what 4s thus purloy- 

| ned 
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ned coſt-the Receiver dear,by reaſon of ſecrecy, ſubtil contri- 
vances, &c. ' as hath been already hinted, ( for who will venture 
hanging for nothing?) which upon repealing thoſe Laws will 
come freely to them,without any ſuch incumbrances, and con- 
ſequently cheaper, whereby they may be .enabled to contelt 
with us inthis1mportant Manufacture on even Terms, 

2. Our Neighbours by. theſe under practices either have or 
have not ſufficient of our Woocll already ; if they have, there 
will be no necd of repealing, thoſe. Laws, and we may juſtly 
chargs the pyelgnt dullneſs of Forreign Markets for our Drape- 
ry,upon the:\Export et our Wooll by theſe vile praCtices ; which 
mult'needs, grow: wotle when thole Laws are repealed; but if 
they-have ngt enough by reaſon of the prohibition, Ict us thank 
the Laws for it;and; yet obſerve that 'tis.a pregaant Argument 
that by-our Wool, thus unduly pbtained, they manage a'conſi- 
derable Manufacture,tor it {cems hey. get great quantities from 
#5; andithat it they had more: they would enlarge their com- 
merce, which mult neceſſarily undermine and letſen ours. 

1.3» It is better particular Perions do Acts hurtful to the Pub- 
lick againſt Law, than for want ob a Law, 'becaufe 'this latter 
would refle& on the wiſdom of the Government. i 
. 4. Should we repeal the Laws: againſt the 'Exportation of 
Wooll, becauſe againſt Law Wooll is exported, we ſhould tran- 
{cribe their wiſdom that would repeal Laws againit Feliony,be- 
cauſcill Men contrary to Law commut Robberies ; or immitate 
thoſe who-will not ſhut their doors becauſe Tlueves ſometimes 


- 


break 19 at the windows, SD. ; | : 
- . To. the - fourth Reaſon , That "tis to ſmall purpoſe to keep our 
Woofat home , for . that Ireland ſupplies our Neighbours there- 
mith, Oc. "£2 Af 1 . a gl: DI SE ITICRTN., 
v..t, Tf this be true, it is to ſmall: purpoſe. to' permit its -Ex- 
portation in-hopes-to put a better value on 4t,' which is the 
moſt avowed reaſon for the repzal : for if our Neighbours be 
plentifully ſupplyed-therewith from: Irelaud,. ywhere i*tis much 
cheaper at preſent than with us,(and: probably ever will Ythere 


, 
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15 ſmall reaſon to expett better Rates for Ours: for who will 
give us fix pence for that pound of Wool, which in Jelaud may 
be had for four pence ? unleſs it may be granted that ours is 
better than that of Ireland; which fs of the Adjutators will, 
for certain Reaſons, be willing to confeſs. — 

2, It the Iriſh Wooll enables the Forreigner to carry on: that 
Manufacture to a degree hurtful to us, we have {mall reaſon to 
aſſiſt them further therein by affording them ours, {ing they 
enjoy advantages, too many already ; leaſt we immitate thoſe 
good Men, who break the pot becauſe their Wives break the 
pitcher  ruine our ſelves becauſe Trelazd hurts us. _ 

To the laſt Reaſon, that the prohibition of Wooll is a new 
practice unknown to us till within this twenty years, and yet 
before that time, both Wooll and Drapery yielded the beſt 
Rates, for above 60 years laſt paſt. - 


- T Anſwer. . 
1. That 'tis very true,but it does not follow that 


_ the prohir 
bition was therefore neceſſary, or that the ſame brought a-pre- 
judice upon either ; but that other reaſohs already iven,, mult 
be aſſigned for the fall and meanneſs of the Rates.o :thole Con 
- moditics; it being no wayes queſtionable, but. that: the E: 
portation of our Drapery had long ſince expir xd, had, nor: the 
prohibition of Wooll interpoſed. Te 
2. Statutes are provided to anſwer the preſent: .emergen + 
and reaſon of Afaires, and adapted to the cali Te. 
of the Age wherein they are made, ſo that what was gud 
unneceſſary in former Ages, may be ofſuperlative uſe in this.; - 
and if the reaſon thereof again ceaſe, may be as inſignificant in 
the next. - | Be 
3. We had no need of ſuch reſtraining Laws long before 
they were enaCtcd ; for till the peace of Munſter, England alone 
enjoyed almoit the whole. ManufaQture of Europe : But Frarce 
( who then alſo reccaved DOE Draſey from us ) agitated 
ſince that peace by a molt fagacious Counſe] ( who underſtands 
the advantages of Manna Luty ang Yarigation /) and fild with 


an 


Wm. 
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an aQtive nnd enterprifing People, 'has unhappily added that 
ManufaQuie tb the many other advantages they enjoy for com- 
Theres” F ve moft other Nations ; and hath all things propi- 
tious for the, managing thereof except fine Wooll, ſuch as ours 
is, to mix with their own : Mult our Anceſtours proceedings 
then who were governed by reaſons far difterent from ours, be 
pteſicents ro-us'? 'or Is it not rather high time to employ our ut- 
moſt $ift;to'tetatn fo neceſſary a Commodity at home. 

— Thate Litely met with one Merchant of no ſmall pretences to tle 


intrignes of Trade, 'who, although he will not allow that the Rates of 


Wooll may encreaſe uþon tre repeal of our Laws, ( which is the prime 
reaſon alleadged for repeal of the prohibition ) yet affirms that if the 
prohibition were removed, and due Impoſts chargea upon Wooll, it 
might thereby, letter than the probibition, be either retained at home , 
or rendred fo thargeabl: toour Neightours, that we might have ſuf- 
ficient advantages over them in that Manufacture. 

To which, I Azſwer. 

.,T. That he which qgfftirms all this, muſt maintain. that either 
His Majelties Officers of His Cuſtoms will be more induſtrious 
to Colle& the” Diities, and Impoſts ſo: to be charged on this 

-omftiodity, than.they were to make Seizures of it by vertue 
of the } Potion, tho” they had a Moyety of the Seizure, or 
Hoe the {porters will ' be, more confciencious in paying His 

ajeftfes Tmpoſtesthan'they were in obeying His Laws which 
rohibited the Exportation,tho' they ventured their Necks in- 
hs rgain, .or that the Forreigner may be.leſs deſirous of 

f 


FaROFche Tcl than before.” 
2. The Impoſts muſt be either much, or !ictle ; if much, it 
may be worth venturing to. fave the payment ; as is ſo fre- 
quently practiſed in payments of the like nature ; but if they be 
little, the payment of them will be eafily ballanced, by the ad- 
vantages our,Neighbours have over us in cheap dyet, labour, 
&c. ' as has been already fhewed. : 

* If, to hat has beei aa, it be replyed, that it is better Export 
Weoll, tha zeither.Wooll a:r Drapery. 

"> TR Fan 9 $4; 5,7 - 

- T That it is fb, 'xcrs it tructhat we Exported no Drapery, 
-_ wg fo and 
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and-remained. without hopes of ever ſharing again in Forreign 
Markets : but thanks be to God Matters are not-yet arrived to 
ſo ill terms, and probably never will, unleſs ſome aſpiring 
Neighbour ( who may deſign to engroſs all Traffick ) beat us 
out of the Medzterranen Sea, or that we let out our Wooll by 
a Law. | | | * | 
2. If wedo yet more effeQualiy provide to keep our Wooll 
at home, '*tis a thouſand to one but our Drapery will oF: but 
if once we Export our Wooll by a Law ( charge it with what 
Impoſt, and confine it to whar Ports and ſeaſons you pleaſe, as 
{ome vainly or {lily propoſe ) we may bid an Eternal adieu to 
the Exportation of our Woolten:ManutfaQture, 
Who will buy our Wool], ſeeing we {light it our ſelves ? will 
the French * to what end ? to employ their People, and carry on 
a Manutacture as univerſal as their other deſigns, have they 
not of late charged our drapery with heavy impoſittons, meerly 
to diſcourage its coming among them, the better to employ 
their own people? and muſt we then return the civility with 
ſuch advantage to them ? - | 
4. And laſtly, to Export our Wooll becauſe at preſent we 
want vent for our Drapery, is for ever to confirme in that want; 
and is a choyce like pulling down my houſe for fear it may be 
burat, or like hanging my {elf leaſt any other kill me. . 


Thus far Mr. Manley ; but before I Conclude, give me leave to 
ad one Teſtimony more, Written by an unknown Author ; under 
the name of a 7 is from a Younger Brother in Ireland, to an 
Elder Brother in England: Occaſtoned by the At againſt Iriſh 
Cattle, Printed the ſame Tear 77. the ſum of which followeth, viz. . 


ing Sugjettcd to be prineipally vccaſioned by 7r:1and, the 11ih Cattle. were 
thereupon Prolubited, . by an AR of Parliament, aud declared to be a publick 


T He (all of Rents, cheapneſs of Wooll, and decay of Manfacture in England, be- 
Nuſance, | 
| . Ad- 
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_ {| Admirting that ſome'off'thoſe Counties might be prejudiced by the Importation of ſ 
36 Cattle, of whatſcever: proffit accrued to others by, it, did apon the myrua} ne- | 
cellities of all, ſertle into the common Stock of the Nation, And 1t ſeems but reafon- OF, 
able that wharſoever private obligarion a Parliament-Man hath to the place where he | y 


is EleGted, yet, when once he comes to fit, his Truft and his mind is'enlarged, 'and he 

| does no more conſider himſelf as the Polititian of a Shere,or the Patron of a Borrough; | 
bur as a Repreſentor of the univerſality: whereas otherwiſe, if any County, one or - "WG 
more chance ro be more Fertile than other in Members of Parliament, and thcy AR 
by ſuch narrow Meaſures; the decifion would be by multitude, not by Reaſon. 

And notwithſtanding if we were to tell Counties, thoſe that are not advantaged and 
are realy agrieved, make the greateſt plea,for if we account like Merchants by Profft and 
loſs, all the proffit that can be made ( and that very ſmall) by this AR, retyrns to 
ſuch Counties which are proper for breeding, and that ſmall proffit is 1ſt to them, 1f 
not much more by. their Corn for want of Trade by ir, and the whole Nation hath 

. hereby loſt in great meaſvre the vent of its home and Forreign Commodities to Irland, - 
and the increaſing produ to England in general by Irih Cattle, in Speciz. 

Bur as tothe Poſttical Point, you did herein, as much as in you then Jay to cur off 
all that ſtronge as more Natural dependance of 1reland upon England, and to govern 
4t rather by the force of Authority,than by the Influencial ben1gnity of Intreſt, 

reland being thus expoſed,their Corn not fit for Tranſportation put them upon in- 

Creaſing their Flocks of Sheep, which produced great quantities of Wooll, by which | 

means the.price in Exgland conſequently decreaſed, through the whole Kingdome, > 

though the rh Wooll with the duty in /relard fraughts and Factaring, the Charges 1 

wear 24 Per Pound, for that in the judgment of ſome, as the 7ri{ Cattle was grown to _ 

-* Nuſance ſo the increaſe of Wooll occaſioned by the Prohibiting Ac,comes to the fame 

ate. 

\ That as among our Engliſh Gentry,whoſe Rents depend upon the produdt of Wool), 
_ eve find their (Eſtates by the late cheapneſs of it, much requced, yet there are other 

reaſons than 7r:-ſhWooll..: | 

- , But-thanfirſt of the ManufaQture in Ireland, about 20 years ſome Weſtren Clothiers 

reduced to extream poverey, moved themſelves and their Families over into J7relazd , = 

invited by tke cheapneſs of Wooll and Victuals there, which Errected then a Mani 

fafure at Dublin, which hath ſince increaſed, About tiie ſame time 60 Families from 

Holland come to Lymrick which by the cccafion of the ſucceeding Warr decayed 

but after this more of the Engliſh Clothiers went over and fixed about Cork and Xing- 

ſale, where they continue and are grown not inconfiderable : ſome French have ſince 

reſorted"to aterford, to. make Druggets there, and other Commodities of their 

faſhion,. and about a year or two agoe ſome. Merchants of Zozdon raiſed another Mas 

nufacture at Clonmel, managing 1t by Agents. | 

Bura more evident and' certain reaſon of yours and our conſutning for want of vent ST 
or conſumption, is the wares with which formerly, and of late years Furop has ge- 
nerally been infeſted, ſo that in molt parts thereof which were ſupplyed from you, the 

© People ktve been mrich-Imporertſhed,and. thereby neceſſitated tobe their own Clo- J 
thicr firſt and from thence Enabled, ( induſtry increafing, ) ſome of them to fur- 
nith their Neighbours. And to this ſeveral of your own Subjects have concurred, who 
elther not finding themſelves well a:d eafie at home, or intiſed over by greater pro- 
fit, have inſtructed Foreigners in the whole Myſtery of Clothing, till they now have . 
madet iſtaþle Commodity, chus by the reciprocation of humane Afﬀairs,that Trace 
whichth=Wargs, upon the foreigners reffuge with you,firſt introduced, 15 vpon occa» 
For'6ichs Wars Irboovered back again, andthe Drapery retored-to them in great 
meaſure, even by the mezns of your own Subjects, farmiihing them'with Wooll, But 
the grand Spring of this whole Matter hes ja Fr87ce;thas King is a moſt Nighent and 
| oten 
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Potent Prince &c. for he hath made Warr with all Exrope, with his Sword, againſt his E- 
nemies; but againſt his Frinds by Trafique z which is indeed as the more juſt,- fo the 


moſt effectual way of deſtroying them ; But among all, none hath on this later account 


more ſufered than E1211n4, for beſides the Wine which we purchas at moſt Ex- 


cellive Rates, and for the moſt part with pure Money ; and befides theſe Trinkets, of 
which we are ſo fon1,and to the making of which the French Genius was formerly Ad- 
apted, he hath now for many years,applyed his Pcople to the more (clid Trades of Cloth, 
and Sruffs; jndeed of all things valizble, en'>racing in effect, or in projection, theuni- 
verſe] Monarchy of Commerc ; never did any Prince except ours, addict himſe!f fo 
wholly to th - encourage ment of Trade and Navigation, &c, To this he hath either 


wholly Prohibirced, or, which is Tentneuwt, laid fo exceffive Impoſitions upon «ll 


Englih Manu fadure, &c that they are 1na manner totally exclugced,and you haye no 
Comraoeity to exchange ith, but whateyer.you have of his muſt be Bought with a 
Peay, infomuch that 1] have {cen Hear a partiQilar, drawn up as rs ſaid in your Parlia- 
ment; wherejn they computed befides,the Lurrum Cefſerum, that your Nation ſuſtains a 
clear loſs of Eleven Hundred Thouſand Pounds Yearly by the French Trade z hereby 


' the French, that were before, at beſt, but the Miners of Europe, 'are now become, or 


pretend to ve, the Cape Merchants, and their King gives, not only the Mode, but 
the Garment to all Chriferdoves and the World puts it (elf inte his Livery at their 
own Expences; well may you complain ofuhe Death rather than the Beadneſs of 
your Manufafture, when from this Cauſe 1t receives ſuch an obſtruttien , even to 


Suffccation, when you are not only deprived of that general and gainful vent that. 


you had formerly 1n France 3t ſelf, but in all other Places where you Tratffique, you 
meete the French now at every turn; and the Forrcign Poſt brings news from all 
Parts that they are before you, ard have underſold you in the ſame Commcairies. 

' And to this Diſeaſe ſo Mortal, and which is beyond any privat Man to remedy, 
your ſelves do more particularly contribute, by thoſe vaſt quantities of Wooll which 
they tell us here, are daily and now more than ever Tranſported for France ( a 


| thing that you always prohibited, but 1t ſeems, at leaſt ſome of, you always Tolc- 


rate ) ſo thatin effe& Calice is ſtil] noleſs your Staple, than while 1t was formerly 
under the Engiih Dominion, T1 w1il not excuſe 7re/and from the ſame Crime; altho' 
in leſs Proportion z but you haye I hear, a 2z/:ca, that in Defiance of all Authority, 
Convey their Wooll ro the Shallop with ſuch Strength that your Officers dare not 
offend them: While whatſoever we do cf that kind, 13 more Modeſt; and whereſoe- 
ver it looſes its way afterwads at Sea, 1tis firſt entred for Erg/and, and pays, both 
the King's Duty and that to the Lord Lievrenant, for Licence; ſothar as we cannot 
Trade, ſo neither can we Steal with you on equal Terms; by this time I hope you are 
faticfyed and convinced that IreJ2zd deſerves not your Complaint, but your Pity ; and 
that thoſe things which ſome have aſcribed to us, are but the common Talamityof 
both Nations, occaſioned by the Flux of Eumane Afﬀairs and Accidents of the preſe nt 
ConjunQure thorow. Exrope z atid therefore thar you will not only conſult how to re - 
dreſ; our common Greivance, but that you will alſo remedy thoſe more particular 
Freſiures thac we ſuffer by or under youu : Whether you wy thipk fit to reverſe your 
AR againſt our Cattle, I know not ; nor can I anſwer for the Effe& that it would 
producez but I have often obſerved how gladly Waters that have been diverted, re- 
turn and fall tnto their former Channel. _ 

Though I am no Politician, dare ſay in General, that it concerns you to uſe us 
kindly, and to Indulge us 1n all things that tend to Civjhze, Cultiyate, and People 
this Nation, 
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